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The 2nd Century Chronicle

From the Pastor’s Desk
The Mennonite Church USA’s biennial convention in Orlando, Florida like many of the church’s
conventions was invigorating for me. I am someone who enjoys connecting with lots of different people, and convention provided great opportunities to connect and reconnect. Some of
the highlights this year included the Future Church Summit. This process of bringing 700+
people together to discuss the future of our church was stimulating. Gathered at round tables
in a large hall you may have gotten the initial feeling that this was just like any other big convention gathering, but the planners for this convention engaged in a bold new communication
style. The format allowed each participant to share their personal hopes and dreams for the
church, including reflecting for their home congregations. All those responses were then sent
via iPad from the tables to a group called, The Theme Team. Through the assistance of software, the Theme Team could compile, process, and produce a concise list of themes that were
generated from the table groups. For participants at the tables, it was helpful to see some of
the ideas expressed at the table on the list of themes, but it was also exciting to see ideas from
other table groups listed that had not been articulated. The entire experience was different and
sometimes challenging, but I felt like it was a good first step in trying a new approach to how
the broader church listens to the voices of local congregations and conferences.
Another important moment at convention was when we listened to John and Michel share
their emotional response to the loss of their son Michael (MJ) Sharp. MJ was a United Nations
worker who was killed in the Congo in March of this year. His peace and conflict transformation
work with guerilla groups in the Congo led to his abduction and subsequent murder. His body
was found in a shallow grave. John and Michel challenged all of us to consider how we are
being called to work at peace in our own communities. With tears streaming down their faces
and with their son’s fearless sacrifice, their plea could not be ignored. The Future Church Summit, dynamic speakers, and many seminars are just a part of what make traveling to convention
worthwhile. Kansas City 2019 will be here before you know it. I encourage everyone to consider
going. You do not have to be a youth nor a delegate to get a lot out of gathering with the
broader Mennonite church.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Joel Beachy
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1987
August 2 - The Dunamis Class is
worshiping this morning at Sugar
Bottom Campgrounds at the Coralville Lake, where they are on a
weekend campout with their families.

60 years ago: 1957
August 11 - The marriage of Glenard
Beyeler and Rita Frey will be solemnized
Saturday, August 17 at 7 p.m. You are
invited to attend.

50 years ago: 1967
August 13 - Doris Schrock and Eric
Thirtle were united in marriage last
night. We wish them God’s blessings
and guidance in the establishment of
their new home.
August 20 - Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Erb
are the parents of a daughter, Jill
Suzanne, born August 13.

40 years ago: 1977
August 7 - We extend a special
welcome to the Ora Hochstetler family
this morning. Ora and Ollie will be
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary at an open house in our fellowship
hall this afternoon from 2:00 - 4:00
o’clock.
August 28 - In the service this morning
we will be laying hands on Lonnie during
the ordination prayer. This is a way in
which the congregation affirms their
supportive role in the ministry of the
one ordained. We have asked the Elders
and congregational representatives to
come to the center aise for this. We
want everyone here to participate in
this by touching someone who is
touching another to form a continuous
network.

August 16 - Congratulations! to
Randy and Cathy Knepp on the birth
of their son, Rodney Ardell, on
August 8, and to first time
grandparents, Ed and Bea Knepp.
August 16 - You as the church family
are invited to the marriage ceremony
of Karleen Kauffman and Gary Titus
on Saturday, August 22 at 10:00 at
East Union.

20 years ago: 1997
August 3 - The Crowded Closet
building has been sold to the Crisis
Center. We must be out by October
1. Help is needed to remodel the new
building.
August 24 - Congratulations and
best wishes to Jonette and Troy
Kemling on the birth of Emily Jean,
born August 16.

My life is but a weaving
Between my Lord and me.
I cannot choose the colors,
He weaves so steadily.

Oft times He weaveth sorrow
And I in foolish pride,
Forget He sees the upper,
And I the underside.
Not till the loom is silent
And the shuttles cease to fly,
Will God roll back the canvas
And explain the reason why.
The dark threads are as needful

In the Weaver’s skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver

In the pattern He has
planned.
B. M. Franklin

10 years ago: 2007
August 5 - All of the women of the
church are invited to a briday shower
for Sarah Yoder, wife of Donavon
Yoder at 10:30 on Saturday, August
11 in the fellowship hall.
August 19 - If you want to participate in the East Union Fun Run before
the worship service on August 26
please put your name on the sign-up
sheet hanging on the bulletin board
just outside the library.
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Come and join your church family for a fantastic
weekend of events and worship outside in God’s Creation!
Hope to see you there!

Camp
East Union
2016

Where: All activities will be held at East Union
When: Saturday, August 26 and Sunday, August 27
Saturday
Mid-Afternoon - Come set up your tent or camper in the church yard.
Spend the night outdoors!
5:30 - Pizza supper in the picnic shelter. Sign up sheet will be posted in
August, watch for announcements. Free will donation to cover expense of
pizza. Drinks provided.
6:30 - Games/activities for all ages. Prepare to have fun!
7:30 - ICE CREAM!!!

8:00 - Outdoor movie with popcorn!

Sunday
Early morning - Breakfast on your own for overnight campers. Drinks
will be provided (coffee, milk, and juice.)
10:00 - Outdoor church service (note later start time.) Please bring lawn
chairs.
11:30 - Potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Drinks will be provided.
Please bring your own table service, as well as, ready-to-go dishes or desserts to share so we can all participate in the worship service.

Camp EU is a great time to invite friends or neighbors to join
us. We welcome all to any of the scheduled events. If you have
any questions, please see a Worship Committee member: Joel
Beachy, Tammy Yoder, Steve Groenewold or Grace Rempel.
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A haiku is a type of poem. It was created in
Japan and is one that is short and sweet...it only
has three lines and seventeen syllables! Most
haikus are about nature, God’s beautiful
creations! Below are haiku’s written during
Sunday Second Hour on Sunday, July 2, 2017 by
artists of all ages from East Union!

JESUS
Born in a stable
He often taught parables.
Never ending love.

MUSTARD SEED
The small seed is black.
Sun, rain, soil, space help it grow.
Tastes good on sandwich.

MUSTARD SEED
Little tiny seed
Grows into a big tall tree
Just like God’s Kingdom

PARABLES
Stories from Jesus.
They have a hidden message.
Life lessons for us.

GOD
God is amazing
Almighty he spreads his love
He’s with us everyday

JESUS
Loving us always.
Leader of a dozen dudes.
Born to save us all.

THE BIBLE
Ageless word of God.
His letter to his people.
Keep it in your heart

MUSTARD SEED
As small as it is
Impacts the larger world
Grows into high mighty trees

THE BIBLE
Teaching us daily
Turning our eyes to our God
Ultimate word search

KINGDOM OF GOD
For everyone
It starts like a mustard seed
Little things get big

THE BIBLE
Stories of God’s love
As it relates to humans
Small words with meaning

MUSTARD SEED
Tiny mustard seed
It grows really big, so big
It has a purpose

JESUS
Loves me this I know
For the Bible tells me so
He is really cool

JESUS
God’s son here on earth
An example for us all
Born to forgive sins

KINGDOM OF GOD
Covering the world
Living all around us now
Welcoming us all

MUSTARD SEED
Starts small and gets big
It’s like Gods Kingdom grows big
Let’s grow God’s Kingdom

PARABLES
Stories of God’s love
Used to teach us about God
Understandable
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Mennonite Church USA Convention
Orlando, FL
July 2017
Excerpts from Convention by Nyle & Lauralee Kauffman, Phil Yoder, & Janet Geyer
The future Church Summit was quite an exercise for the participants to go thru. We had discussions
and answered questions about what we visualized the church to be that we wanted to be part of. We
talked about what we valued as members of the church and we talked about what we would continue to
like our churches to do for us. There was talk about the structure of the church.
At the end of the information being collected we as participants indicated that we felt the report pretty
accurately reflected what we had said.
The Report from the future Church Summit was placed in front of the delegates. There was a resolution written to indicate that this report should be used for the future planning of our church and as a
guide for the future. The delegates very quickly said this does reflect what we as participants talked
about but to extend this as a full recommendation for what the future church should look like was
premature.
As One reviews thee report you can see many different things recorded and projected. The importance
of scripture and studying scripture together is listed. The focus of keeping Jesus as our Center is listed.
Interpreting scripture in the anabaptist tradition is listed. Looking to both Jesus and the Apostle Paul
is listed. The traditionalists and the progressives will both see in there that they want to see and that
they don't want to see. Where this takes the church in the future is yet to be determined.

~Nyle K.

Mennonite Women celebrated 100 years of being a organization of the Mennonite Church. Many
changes have taken place over the years in its name, what the groups do. Women started meeting in
homes to sew clothes for the poor and missions. They first met in homes and then later moved their
meeting to the churches and became more organized. In the early days in some areas Church Leadership didn't like them meeting, I guess they were leaving home and doing something with their own
leadership. Most of the groups were called the Sewing Circle. But the women felt they needed each others care and listening to each other with their problems. They were able to share sitting around the
quilt and eating together. Those 2 things are what we as East Union Women enjoy 1 day a month plus
we are able to help make quilts and comforters for MCC and MCC Benefit Sale and Pleasantview Benefit Sale. Groups still meet regularly doing many different things for helping the needy and in outreach, some groups have just turned into Bible Study Groups.
I purchased a book "Circles of Sisterhood" that talks about what all has happened over the last 100
years and East Union is mentioned in it. I will talk more about it at our Sewing and you can borrow it
and read it.
Women still need each other, so you are invited to our Sewing the first Tuesday of each month. Any
questions, just ask me.

~Lauralee K.

(continued on pages 6 & 8)
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Phil, Nyle, I and around 450 other delegates met for 4 hours on Thursday afternoon to process and
approve the “Seeking Peace in Israel-Palestine Resolution”. This is what Nyle had presented during
May Sunday School Class time. I’ll give an overview of the process for the Future Church Summit
(FCS) began on Thursday evening 5:30-9:30.
Participants were assigned to 97 working table groups (around 700 of us. FCS participants included
delegates to the Mennonite Church USA assembly plus more people representing MC USA agencies,
constituency groups, and others in a deliberate effort to build a group representative of the diversity
across MC USA. Participants also included 37 high school youth as part of the new Step Up program.
A “Theme team” or 8 persons collected and categorized IPad submitted responses from participants
Process was designed around a series of open questions.
In an opening exercise, we were asked to respond to the following: Share a story of a time when you
felt deeply connected within the Mennonite church. What nourishes your spirit by being an Anabaptist? What is most life-giving and essential in your faith?
Friday morning, we were introduced to another exercise that focused on revisiting our past by responding to two questions: What do we want to affirm and take forward? What do we want to lament,
transform and/or let go? Later we did a “spiral exercise,” which involved four people at a time sitting
in a circle. After one person talked, he or she left, and another one joined the circle. This was part of
plenary session where individuals had a chance to address the entire FCS group.
During afternoon sessions, we were able to dream together about the central question for the FCS:
How will we follow Jesus as Anabaptists in the 21stcentury? Throughout the sessions, calls for centering the voices of people of color, LGBTQ individuals and other marginalized groups continued to build.
On Friday evening, FCS attendees participated in World Café event in which we responded to a set of
three questions: What do we gain as part of Mennonite Church USA? How do we best relate within
our shared denomination? And, what are the important things we do together? Participants rotated
from table to table during the World Café, intentionally mixing with members from other table
groups. During each conversation, participants sketched and wrote out their ideas on large sheets of
paper spread across tables and sent their ideas and notes to the theme team for processing.
Some themes that were highlighted for things the church does together included worship, singing and
prayer; sharing life together in community; participating in service and mission; grappling with Scripture together; “integrating difference through new ways of being and doing,” and advocating for peace
and justice. The theme team summarized all the work of FCS participants throughout the process in
a Future Church Summit Outcomes report . The entire report is available online at http://
mennoniteusa.org/resource/future-church-summit-outcomes-report/
After 19 hours of meeting together from July 6-8, participants in the Future Church Summit (FCS)
agreed upon major themes to help answer the overarching question for the large-group visioning process, What does it mean to follow Jesus as Anabaptists in the 21st century? The report then went back
to the delegates for a vote.
In Saturday’s final delegate session, July 8, the resolutions committee introduced a resolution on the
outcomes of the Future Church Summit. After discussion and rewording it was stated as…
“We the delegates of Mennonite Church USA affirm the collective work of the Future Church Summit,
and we receive the FCS Theme Team’s report. We commend this report to the Executive Board. We intend that this report be a dynamic document that is offered to the church to guide further discernment
for living in God’s calling in agencies, conferences, constituency groups and congregations.”
The vote passed with about 10 opposed and eight abstentions (around 432 voted in favor)
~ Janet G.
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Mennonite Women Meeting - August 1
Scripture: Joshua 1:1-18

New
Beginning

Devotional Leader: Charlene Rhodes
Project: School Kits

Potluck

Shape Note Singing from the Sacred Harp
Friday, August 4

Encourage one
another and
build each
other up.
1Thes 5:11

Senior Citizen’s Dinner

7:00 pm

Join us the EU foyer as we
make a joyful noise unto the
Lord! This a cappella, 4-part
early American sacred music
is sure to stir your soul!
No experience necessary!

Lower Deer
Creek Church

All are welcome!

Wednesday
August 23

August 19

All Senior Citizens Welcome!
Watch the bulletin for details.

Courage Ride is an annual bike ride through rural Iowa
honoring the life of our brother Seth Bailey, and is
dedicated to improve the lives of those affected by
sarcoma.

Camp EU
August 26 & 27

Proceeds benefit the sarcoma research program at the
University of Iowa’s Holden Comprehensive Cancer
Center.
For details on how you can support and/ or participate,
go to www.courageride.org/ride/

See Page 4 for details.
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BEGIN ANEW: CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCES
Terry Shue and Palmer Becker
An overview of the discipleship training resource, “Begin Anew” and the newly developed congregational resources to complement this study.
This training resource is divided in 4 major areas:
 Unit 1: Believe in God
 Unit 2: Belong in Community
 Unit 3: Become Mature
 Unit 4: Behave like Christ
Each of these units has 4 subsections with practical applications that can be utilized in teaching
and discussions.
These studies are for everyone, no matter their background or what compelled them to come to
faith in Jesus. They may be young adults who grew up in the church, dropped out, and are now
interested in a making a new start. They may be brand-new to the faith and to your congregation. Or perhaps they simply want to understand the Christian faith from an Anabaptist perspective.
I purchased a Leaders Guide and Daily Meditations book to go along with a book for the group
leader.
I think this could be a program for some Sunday school classes or as a curriculum for potential
new members.

MONEY MATTERS ACCORDING TO JESUS
Beryl Jantzi Everence
Mount, chapter 6, which is right in the middle of the sermon.
Verses 3 and 4 (the right hand/left hand) is often given as a reason to not talk about money in the
church. Alms giving, earthly treasures and mammon are all mentioned in this Sermon. As a
matter of fact money and riches are mentioned more than 2,000 times in the Bible compared to
700 times for love.
Are we packing for heaven? Verses 19-21 speak to this.
What are we packing and what are we planning to take with us?
Have you ever seen a funeral hearse pulling a U-Haul trailer?
Sometimes we are afraid to talk about money because it is almost divine or Godlike. V 24 & 25
In Luke 18 Jesus tells the rich young ruler that he must sell all that he has and give it to the
poor in order to be saved, even though he had obeyed all the commandments since he was a boy.
When the ruler heard this he was very sad Talked primarily about Money/Riches from the Sermon on the. He was very rich. How about us?
~Phil Y.
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The East Union Mennonite Women group is again asking you to help with the annual MCC school kits project for the month of August. A table is set up in the foyer to collect the school kit items. The Shekinah Sunday
School class will then sort the items and put them in the drawstring bags as a class project.
According to the MCC Website, “notebooks and pencils are treasures for families who struggle to afford
basic school supplies. School kits often are requested after disasters and help bring normalcy to children whose
families have been forced to flee their homes. Last year 89,958 kits were shipped to Jordan, Syria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Lebanon, Haiti, U.S., Serbia, Honduras and more.”






4 spiral or perforated notebooks (8 1/2 x 10 1/2 inches and 70 pages)
8 #2 unsharpened pencils
1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating
both 30 cm & 12 in markings)
1 large pencil eraser
12 colored pencils (in packaging)
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AUGUST 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue
1
Mennonite
Women

Wed

Thu

Worship 9:30am

Kalona Park
Picnic/Swim

7

8

3

4

5

Paul Miller

James Erb

Gabriel Krabill
Nolan Gerber

Max Yoder
Doug & Jill
Moberly ‘00

Sacred Harp
7 pm

9

10

Jada Dachtler

Jerry Miller
Steven Rhodes
Frank & Yvonne
Nixon ‘91

16

17

Madison Higdon
Libby Miller

Landon Slabaugh
Marlin Brenneman
Ben & Monica
Miller ‘02

Wanda Yoder
Denny & Becky
Yoder ‘73
Tommy & Gabriela
Cikos Rhodes ‘15

23

24

25

26

Bob Moberly
Lola Faye ErbYoder

Meghan Schrag

Jill Hartsock
Bob & Dorothea
Moberly ‘62

Loren & Elvesta
Hochstedler ‘72
Sheldon & Letha
Yoder ‘72

Marjohn Monemi

Nelson Miller
Jill Hemachandra
Jeff & Carol
Boller ‘94

13

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Round Table
Activity

14

15

Marvin Slabaugh

Steve & Kara
Groenewold ‘98

Matthew & Tamar
Rhodes ‘05

20 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Church Council
Meeting 7 pm

21

22

Our Parables

Senior Citizens
Dinner

27 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Camp East
Union/Potluck

28
Andy Blauvelt

29

Sat

2

George Miller

6 Morning

Fri

12

18

19
Courage Ride

Camp East Union

30

31

Wilma Copeland
Jacob Moberly

Larry Detweiler

10

11

