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From the Pastor’s Desk
As we look forward to a new calendar year, I am excited about what will be happening at East Union
Mennonite Church. This year we anticipate several weddings, a service trip, a Mennonite youth convention, a book study, and several sermon series. I enjoy these times of transition when we can look backward and reflect on what has happened and look forward to what we hope for in the future.
One way that I hope we can welcome in the new year is through a prayer walk. On January 15, we will
host a prayer walk through the church building. This will include both praying for the physical spaces and
praying for the ministries of East Union. For me, this spiritual practice of praying through the church
building helps to remind me that God is present and active here. God goes before us and comes behind
us in all that we do. God both stirs within us the desire to pursue God’s will and the fortitude to put
God’s will into action.
In order to prepare the congregation for a prayer walk at the church she attended, Karen Barber wrote,
The purpose of prayer walking is to receive God’s power for both those we’re praying for and also for
those who are walking and praying. In particular, being onsite helps us become more aware of our surroundings and opens our eye to new ways to pray as the Holy Spirit gives us insight.
In the bible, there are several instances where people go out prayerfully into physical spaces. One of
those occasions is when Joshua and Caleb enter the Promised Land (See Numbers 14:6-9). Barber says
that Joshua and Caleb saw the land, “with eyes of faith rather than looking only at the surface conditions
and obstacles.” Nehemiah is another person who went out into the physical space, in this case the broken walls of Jerusalem, and was not disheartened. (See Nehemiah 2:11-18)

We, too, must see the good work that God is doing here at East Union. We must with faith see not only
the challenges but the possibilities of what living faithfully can look like as individuals and as a church
body. In Isaiah 35:3-4, the prophet requests,
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Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way;
say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come, he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution he will come to save you.”
4

May we faithfully and joyfully see fully the work of God at East Union in 2017. May it be so.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Joel Beachy
_____________________________
1 “How to Pray for Your Church Using a Prayer Walk and Posted Prayer Notes - Prayer Ideas,” accessed December 28, 2016, http://prayerideas.org/how-to-pray-for-yourchurch-using-a-prayer-walk-and-posted-prayer-notes/.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

Kinds of Seeds in the packet
distributed in Children’s
Time November 20, 2016
1. Alfalfa

40 years ago: 1977

60 years ago: 1957
January 20 - M.Y.F. is planning a
skating party at the Ray Beachy pond
south of Kalona on Thursday evening
at 7:30. Following this we will meet at
the John Rhodes home for fellowship
and refreshments.
January 27 - Cradle roll addition,
Clarence Dean born to Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Schrock January 21.
January 27 - Harold S. Bender
recently returned from his trip to
Russia will speak this afternoon at
East Union at 2:30 and Monday
evening at IMS at 7:45.

50 years ago: 1967
January 1 - Gene Troyer will be
leaving Tuesday for 2 weeks orientation at Akron, Pa., from where he will
go to the Dominican Republic for two
years.
January 8 - Mr. and Mrs. Robert E.
Yoder are the parents of a daughter,
Minnie Sue, born January 4.
January 15 - Mr. and Mrs. Franklin
Hochstetler are the parents of a
daughter, Lori Denise, born January
10.
January 29 - Mr. and Mrs. Marlin
Brenneman are the parents of a son,
Jeremy Joe, born January 25.

2. Allspice

January 2 - A painting of the Lord’s
Supper, painted by Cindy Dickel has
been placed on the west wall of the
fellowship room. L. David Yoder’s
Sunday School class paid for this.

3. Almond

January 30 - A bridal shower for
Mary Fisher will be held Monday
evening 7:30 o’clock in the Fellowship
Hall. All ladies of the church are invited.

7. Barley – in the hull

30 years ago: 1987
January 11 - We welcome to our
service this morning Bruce Bishop and
Pauline Geitenbeek. Bruce and Pauline
both participated in the Great Peace
March beginning in Los Angeles to it’s
completion in Washington D.C.

4. Anise
5. Banana
6. Barley - pearled

8. Black bean
9. Black pepper
10. Brown rice
11. Caraway
12. Cashew
13. Celery
14. Chia
15. Coriander aka cilantro
16. Dill
17. Fennel

20 years ago: 1997
January 5 - What a pleasant surprise
to have the East Union MYF come
and present me with a Merry Christmas box of delicious fruit. Sorry I was
not home to greet you. I do appreciate your hand.
January 19 - George and Marilyn
Hansen and sons have attended “India
97 Mennonite World Conference” in
Calcutta, India. They will be reporting
on their trip, Sunday, February 2, at
7:00 pm their experiences and to find
out more how the larger church body
functions.

10 years ago: 2007
January 28 - Congratulations to Brian and Keesha Dickel from McGaheysville, VA on the birth of twin girls
born on Monday, January 15. Ashland
Nora weighed 5 lbs, 9 oz and Marika
Grace weighed 5 lbs, 3 oz.
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18. Fenugreek
19. Flax
20. Garbanzo bean
aka chickpea
21. Hazelnut aka filbert
22. Millet
23. Mung bean
24. Mustard
25. Oat(s) aka groats
26. Peanut
27. Pistachio
28. Popcorn
29. Poppy
30. Quinoa
31. Soybean
32. Star of anise
33. Sunflower
34. Wheat
35. Wild rice

Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Sally Miller

yes, I thought they grew potatoes in Iowa! I also
did not know that pigs had hair – had only seen
pictures of pigs in books and those are pink
skinned – no hair!!)
When we moved to Iowa City, I began working for
Oral-B (it was called Owens Brush back then). I
worked there for 35 years in many different jobs in
Human Resources. In later years of my employment I had the opportunity to travel for the
company – Boston, San Francisco, Cincinnati, Costa
Rico, and Mexico City. In 2013 I was offered an
opportunity to take early retirement, and jumped at
the chance.

Hi, I am Sally Miller. I grew up Scottdale, Pennsylvania. I am the third child of my parents, there
were five children in all. Three days before my 7th
birthday my Mother died of heart complications at
the age of 27. During the next four years I lived
with my Dad, a friend from school, and with my
Aunt, until my Dad remarried. My Dad married a
woman who had 3 children, and they continued to
have more – altogether with yours, mine and ours
there were 14 of us living at home at one time. I
am especially close with my three sisters (from my
Mom and Dad).

Dennis and I have two daughters, Emily and
Aubree; and Emily gave us three grandchildren:
Madi, Will, and Owen. The birth of my daughters
and grandchildren are some of the happiest
moments in my life and I love spending time with
them.
Since Dennis retired a few years ago, we have
bought a place in Ocala, Florida and spend our
winters there. I have never liked snow (only at
Christmas), so it is nice to get out of the cold
weather. One of my sisters lives in Ocala, so I get
to spend a few months with her and their family.
We love spending time with friends, playing cards
and dominos.

My father was an alcoholic and my stepmother
didn’t like me very much. I had a rough childhood
and don’t really want to go back in time to those
days; but it did make us kids depend on each other
and I can’t imagine life without my sisters. My
brother took his own life when he was 33 years old
– I only wish he could have seen beyond the tough
time he was going through to see it was not the
end of the world. I also lost a half-sister when she
was 5 years old, she was hit by a car and killed instantly.

Dennis and I love to follow the Hawkeyes and love
to travel. We have traveled to most of the 50 states,
Canada, Mexico, and Spain. This past summer we
spent most of July traveling through the northwest
and taking a cruise to Alaska. I can’t wait for our
next adventure!

When I graduated high school, I went to work for
the Mennonite Publishing House (even though I
was not Mennonite). That is where I met Dennis!
We married in 1975, and in 1978 we moved to
Iowa (I had barely been out of Pennsylvania, and
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Mennonite Women Meeting - Jan 3
Wading
in Water

The threads of
friendship

Scripture:
Exodus 14:21-30; 15

embroider our

Devotional Leader:
Becky Yoder

patterns of joy.

lives with

Project: Sewing Kits

Sack Lunch

CHOW - Wednesday, January 4

Meal begins at 6pm with
program for all ages
beginning at 7pm.

Meal: Doulos Class
Program: Berean Class

Saturday, January 7

8:30 am

Sunday, January 8
Prayer Walk
Sunday, January 15
3 pm

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Jeff Swartzentruber - 319.656.4542
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the January edition of
the Second Century Chronicle are
due by December 25. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!
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JANUARY 2017

Sun
1

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Mon
2
Dorothy Helmuth
Clayton White

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Wed
4

3
Mennonite
Women

9

10

Thu
5

Iva Showalter
Nick Santoro

Linda Tones
Victor & Megan
Gingerich ‘09

Joel & Catrina
Miiller ‘11

8

Tue

Morning
Worship 9:30am

16

17

6
Sarena Gerber

Sat
7
Men’s Breakfast
8:30 am
Jacob Geyer

CHOW
11

12

Lori Hochstetler
Jerre & Tammi
Erb ‘81

15

Fri

18

19

13

14

Tim Yoder

Joe Fernau

20

21

Laurie Droll

Letha Yoder
Pam Stoltzfus
Tim Litwiller

28

Dale Troyer
Annie Yoder
Caleb Yoder

Prayer Walk
Etta Graber

22 Morning
Worship 9:30am

29 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Michael Santoro
Tucker Rhodes

Church Council
Meeting 7 pm

Elizabeth Rhodes

23

24

25

26

27

Matt Rhodes
Dennis Miller
Allie Guengerich

Lois Gugel
Derek & Nici
Bontrager ‘04

Nita Miller

Angela Beary
Dale Miller
Will Dehogues

Nora Dickel
Barb Schlabach

30

31

Gladys Schlabaugh
Frank Hochstetler
Stacey Milani
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