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From the Pastor’s Desk
Thanksgiving is fast approaching. As we prepare
our hearts and minds for reflection on what it is we
are thankful for, may we “Know that the Lord is
God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are
his people and the sheep of his pasture.”
Why do I give thanks to God this year? I give thanks
to God for leading Christine, Isaac, Lucas, and I to
East Union Mennonite Church. Our journey over
the last 14 months has been uplifting, challenging,
and life-giving. Throughout the transition we have
felt blessed to be a part of a church community
that has such deep and solid roots. East Union is a
body whose strong foundation in Christ and community make it a sanctuary for those who seek to
encounter God within the framework of a loving
and supportive community of believers.

All Lands Summoned to Praise God
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord,
all the earth.
2
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.
3
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;[a]
we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture.
4
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
5
For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 100
1

One of the ways that I have rediscovered the tremendous gifts that this congregation has to
offer has been through the spiritual practice of writing birthday cards to everyone inside and on
the edges of our congregation. The list of people includes everyone who attends, members,
and family of members. The discipline of writing birthday cards inspires me to consider the gifts
of each person and their connectedness to God’s Spirit and the East Union community. By
spending some time reflecting on each person and his or her gifts, I am made aware of all the
ways that East Union is sustained and nurtured by this great host of witnesses.
We live in a tumultuous time when it feels dangerous to be vulnerable with others, but I know
that East Union can be a place where we can come together to focus on what God is doing in
our lives, in our community, and throughout the world. As we trust in God’s leading and mercy,
I believe we, as a congregation, can continue to learn to trust each other more, too. Trust in
God comes when we fully recognize and acknowledge that the “Lord is good; his steadfast love
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations,” even our own generation. Trust in God
frees us to “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.” May we have a Psalm
of thanksgiving in our hearts this season.
Peace and Blessings, Joel Beachy
_____________________________
1 “Bible Gateway Passage: Psalm 100 - New Revised Standard Vernon,” Bible Gateway, 100, accessed October 26, 2016, https//
www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm=100&verson=NRSV.
2 “Bible Gateway Passage”

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
40 years ago: 1976
November 7 - Pew cushions have
been placed on several of the benches
in the front of the auditorium.
Memorial funds have been given towards payment for these.

60 years ago: 1956
November 4 - Jeanna Sue, born to
Mr. and Mrs. Omar Schlabaugh on
October 31.
November 11 - We are planning to
have preparatory services next
Sunday at both the Kalona and East
Union churches.

50 years ago: 1966
November 13 - Tentative plans for
added facilities for East Union were
presented to the Church Council by
the Facilities Study Committee and
may be seen on the bulletin board in
the hall. Please register any comments
with either members of the Church
Council or the Facilities Study
Committee. This matter will be
presented to the church for explanation and study at a special meeting.
The Study Committee consists of Earl
Yoder, Chairman, Clarence Gingerich,
Wallace Fisher, Ike Yoder and A.
Lloyd Swartzendruber.
November 27 - The marriage of
Gerald Yoder and Kathy
Swartzendruber will be solemnized at
East Union on Saturday, December 3,
at 6 o’clock p.m. You are invited to
attend.

November 21 - The flower
displayed this morning is for Gene
and Louise Troyer, parents of
Heather Denise. She was born
Monday, November 15.

30 years ago: 1986
November 2 - Congratulations! To
Gene and Louise Troyer on the
adoption of their children, Alena and
Julian. Gene and Louise are traveling
to Bogota, Columbia, this week to
receive Julian and Alena. They expect
to leave today and be gone through
November 11

Bulletin Cover from
November 27, 1966

20 years ago: 1996
November 3 - Congratulations to
Joel Beachy and Galen Bontrager and
the IMS Cross Country team who ran
in the State meet yesterday in Fort
Dodge.

10 years ago: 2006
November 26 - Don’t forget to use
your East Union Cookbook for the
holiday season! Try out a new cookie
recipe and start a new holiday
tradition. Pick up extra copies for
Christmas gifts or hostess’ gifts. The
cookbook committee will have a table
in the foyer in between church &
S u n d a y s c h oo l b e g i n n i n g o n
December 3rd and each Sunday
through the 17th.
2
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Senior Saints
Day 2016
On Friday September 30th, a brisk fall day about 25 Senior Saints gathered to reminisce about the
memories of yesterday. The day began with restored tractors and cars shared by Loren Hochstedler,
Nyle Kauffman, Don Patterson and Mark Beary. Loren’s tractor was a 1951 B John Deer. It was
bought in 1969 by his father, Ezra Hochstedler who had seen it setting in a grove of trees close to
West Chester. It was seized up, but his father worked with it until he got it running so they could
use on the farm. Loren bought it when his father passed away in 1979. He had Gaylord Yoder restore it in 2015. It was completely overhauled and repainted. Nyle’s 1935 Farmal 12 tractor came
from Manson, Iowa. It was owned by the grandpa and great uncle of Dr. John Zehr. Dr. John Zehr
was responsible for its restoration. Nyle purchased it at a MCC Sale. The tractor can now be seen
at the Kalona Historical Society. Don Patterson brought two cars. One was a 1924 Ford T Fordor
which came from Gatesville, Tennessee and was purchased in 2007. It had to be tied together with
rope to bring it home. The restoration took four years. The second car was a 1931 A Tudor Sudan.
It was originally purchased new by Pauline Yoder’s grandparents. Lester Yoder had it restored.
Mark Beary brought two cars. His interest in antique cars began when his father bought a Tudor in
1964. His first car was a 1927 Tudor from Montana. His second one was a 1927 Roadster“runabout” which he converted into a pickup. The people were given rides in the car.

A delicious meal of beef and gravy served with mashed potatoes and homemade noodle hit the
spot on this cool fall day. The meal was completed with homemade Ice cream, topping and a delicious plate of bars and cookies. Following the meal Frank Yoder share the story of the earliest
settlers of the Kalona area, which were Amish, European Settlers from Pennsylvania. He showed
how our Mennonite heritage goes back to these earliest settlers.
Pastor Joel closed our formal time together with a prayer of blessing.
Following the dismissal people were invited to look at several tables sharing many kinds of tools,
milking supplies, and item to help with household chores from times gone by. There was a table
called “what is it?” that had items that were not so familiar. It was fun guessing what they were
and reminiscing about the others.

Submitted by Becky Yoder
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Judy Yoder and
Eden Schrag, 10 year old daughter of Steve & Meghan
I am Judy Miller
Yoder. I have been
married to Phil for 51
years. (Yes, that
means I am old.) We
have two sons, Lance
and Greg. I have
attended East Union
Church all of my life
except when Phil and
I were first married
and lived in Madison,
Wisconsin for 5 1/2
years.

Hi my name is Eden Schrag.
I used to live in Telford,
Pennsylvania for nine years
before we moved to Kalona. I
will turn 11 on November
17th. I have a dog named
Kona and he is the best in the
Schrag world. I have a sister,
Greta, who is a freshman at
IMS where my dad Steve is
the principal. My mom, Meghan, works with families
and their children in Washington County.
“Who’s your hero and why?” My aunt Sarah because she handles situations well and has a good attitude working with kindergartners all day long.

A memory, that I am sure few people remember, is that my
brother, Ed, and I used to sing together. I well remember the
red vest and pleated skirt I wore when we sang. On occasions other than church we were accompanied by an accordion played by a neighbor. Never fear, the singing duo will not
be repeated!

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” I would like
to be an architect or a physical therapist. I like to design buildings using Mindcraft and I like helping people through their
troubles and being active.

During my teen years I played softball in Kalona and all
through high school I had after school jobs which consisted of
book work at a gas station and making Kalona bars at Kalona
Ice Cream Shop. My babysitting jobs paid $.35/hr!
I worked in the University of Iowa Athletic Department for
over a period of 44 years. I first started working in the old
Fieldhouse and my working career ended at Carver Hawkeye
Arena in 2008.

“What’s your favorite thing to do with your family?”
I like watching movies and just spending time together. I enjoy playing board games with them and especially like playing volleyball in the yard.
“Where do you go to school and what is your favorite
subject?” I’m a fifth grader at Kalona Elementary. My favorite subject is reading and sometimes math. I enjoy the book
series “Sisters Grimm” because it includes fantasy and can
also be realistic.

Having grown up with two brothers, Ed and Dennis, and
having two sons I have spent many, many hours at sporting
events.

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order most
there?” Since we’ve only lived here just over a year, I am still
trying to figure out what my favorite restaurant is. I do enjoy
trying new foods but my favorite thing to eat is Ramen and
Chicken Noodles.

We have traveled to Venezuela, Indonesia, Alaska, Canada,
Mexico and most of the US with the exception of a few northeastern states.
I enjoy gardening, especially flowers. I also enjoy cooking,
trying new recipes, entertaining and family. In retirement, I
learned how to piece quilts and enjoy volunteering at Mercy
Hospital gift shop.

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been and what did
you like most about it?” I’ve been to Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. We went horseback riding in the ocean, hiked up
Dunn’s River Falls and swam in the clear blue waters of the
Caribbean.

Phil and I enjoy being on the Marriage Care committee here
at EU. We have strong feelings regarding encouraging good
marital relationships and family life.

“What is one of your greatest talents?” I can read really fast
and answer questions about what I’ve read. I enjoy dancing
and playing both flute and piano. Recently I started playing
volleyball and have enjoyed that very much - our team went
undefeated!

Watching Joel grow up in this congregation, it warms my
heart to have him and his family ministering to us.
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A friend

Mennonite Women Meeting - Nov 1

loveth at
all times.

Scripture: Exodus 2:1-10

Paths Not Chosen

Devotional Leader:
Anna Yoder

Proverbs
17:17

Project: Cash for MCC Health
Care and Medication

Sack Lunch

CHOW - November 2
Meal begins at 6pm with
program for all ages
beginning at 7pm.
Meal: Shekinah/Fractel Class
Program: Koinonia Class

All are welcome to come
and hear from Bruce &
Karen Harvey and get a
glimpse of God’s hand
at work in Bangladesh,
Southern China, and
Northern Thailand.

Sunday, November 6

Marriage Care

EU Business/

Breakfast

Congregational Mtg

November 6th - 8 am

November 9th - 6:45 pm

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Jeff Swartzentruber - 319.656.4542
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the December edition
of the Second Century Chronicle
are due by November 20. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!

September 2016
Dear friends at East Union,
Greetings and peace to each of you. We wanted to express our deep gratitude for your ongoing
prayers and many messages of support during our years as service workers with MCC, especially
during our most recent time in Bangladesh. Our experience in living and working in Dhaka was
very valuable. As Connecting Peoples coordinator, Jenn provided support for the service worker
team as well as the IVEP and SALT participants and gained some very valuable relationships in
the process. Kerry gained so much through his work with the Peace team to increase the
capacity of an emerging institute of peacebuilding for Bangladesh called Payra (dove). Payra
continues to empower organizations in Bangladesh to grow in peacebuilding values and
concepts as well as transform conflict within their communities. We are grateful for the ways
that we have been blessed and transformed through the lives of our Bangladeshi colleagues
and by living in this challenging and unique country.
At the same, as you may already know, there have been a number of recent changes in our
lives. As of mid-August we have returned from Bangladesh and taken up residence in Winnipeg
where Kerry has begun the position of Indigenous Neighbors Program Coordinator for MCC
Manitoba. Drawing on much of our experience from previous MCC assignments in Cranberry
Portage, MB and Goose Bay, Labrador, he will be working primarily with constituent Mennonite
churches to explore our own role in the colonization and injustices that have been committed to
Indigenous peoples in North America, as well as building bridges of understanding between
ourselves and Native peoples, particularly in Manitoba. He is looking forward to many new
opportunities for learning, growth, struggle and transformation.
Our children, Idonea (age 6) and Halid (age 3) are
doing well during this time of transition and Idonea
has just started year one in the local French immersion school. We all look forward to taking part in
activities here in our new community. We have
thoroughly appreciated all the “homes” that we
have been privileged to be in over the last number
of years, and we are also excited now to be back in
the prairies where there is a sense of warmth and
familiarity. Hopefully we will have the opportunity
to come visit all of you at East Union again sometime soon. Until then, we wish you all well.
Peace,
Kerry and Jennifer Saner-Harvey
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Joetown Classic 2016
East Union was well represented at the Joetown Classic on Saturday, August 27th at
Iowa Mennonite School. A total of $3,700 was raised for IMS from the Joetown Classic
5K and Fun Run, and $6,200 from the Drive 4UR Schools event! It was a wonderful day
to come together and support IMS. Thank you to everyone that participated!
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NOVEMBER 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue
1
Mennonite
Women

Wed
2

Thu
3

Norman Schrock
Ruth Boller

CHOW

9

10

11

12

Gilbert Troyer

Joel Miiller
Norman & Joyce
Schrock ‘75

Grace Rempel

Omar Schlabaugh
Jalise Bailey

Donald Zook

Wally Fisher

15

16

17

18

19

Nyle & Lauralee
Kauffman ‘02

Charlene Rhodes
Eden Schrag
Will Higdon

Alvin & Marianna
Miller ‘55

Darlene Logan

24

25

26

13

Morning
Worship 9:30am

14

Janet Geyer
Cindy Fisher

Josie Miller

Lisa Yoder
Colleen Stoltzfus

Church Council
Meeting 7 pm

21

22

Annual Business
Meeting 6:45pm
Choir Practice
7pm

Choir Practice
7pm

23
Henry Yoder
Greg & Sarah
Yoder ‘01

Kara Porter
Brad & Alyssa
Hershberger ‘15

Choir Practice
7pm

27 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Pleasantview Home Benefit Sale

8

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Worship 9:30am

5

7

Marriage Care
Breakfast 8 am

20 Morning

4

Sat

Joel Beachy
Denise Litwiller

Choir Practice
following CHOW

6

Fri

28
Lou Miller
Cade Groenewold

29

30
Steve & Tina
Dachtler ‘91
Choir Practice
7pm

9

Kale Bailey
Conner Knepp
Marcia Gingerich

