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The 2nd Century Chronicle

From the Pastor’s Desk
Over the past several decades, the phenomenon known
as, “Black Friday” has caused many people to be gripped
with retail mania. Even more recently, with online sales
peaking, another shopping day has emerged, “Cyber
Monday.” Both of these two retail spectacles demonstrate the best and worst of capitalism in America. On
the one hand, everyone loves to save money, and one
receives a thrill when they are able to purchase an item
that they actually want at a discount. On the other hand,
the obsession and fanaticism that has captivated our
culture has caused countless acts of shameless greed
and discord. Every year there is some obscene video of a
crush of people shoving each other out of the way to get
to a flat screen TV or a paper shredder.

The Widow’s Offering
41
He sat down opposite the treasury, and
watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large
sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two
small copper coins, which are worth a penny.43 Then he called his disciples and said to
them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she
out of her poverty has put in everything she
had, all she had to live on.”
Mark 12:41-44 (NRSV)

A more recent tradition has started to emerge that is
counter to this retail craze. The movement is known as #GivingTuesday. According to https://
www.givingtuesday.org/,
#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media and collaboration. Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (in the U.S.) and the widely recognized shopping events Black
Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, when many focus on their
holiday and end-of-year giving.
Janet Geyer is our Missions Communicator at East Union. This Advent season she has decorated the bulletin board in the hallway of the south entrance with various organizations seeking financial support.
These groups include the following: the Max Villatoro family, Ten Thousand Villages of Iowa City, the
MCC Meat Canning, Mennonite Economic Development Agency, Central Plains Mennonite Conference,
Iowa Mennonite School, Mennonite Central Committee, Crooked Creek Christian Camp, and Crowded
Closet. You can also consider ways that you may want to do end of the year giving here at East Union
with support to Iglesia Zoar, Iglesia Centro Crisitano, the Sharing Fund, or the General Fund.
Like the woman that Jesus spoke about in Mark to the disciples, the amount of money we give is less
important than the attitude and manner in which we give. Let us at East Union be less consumed this
year with the need to purchase the perfect gift at the cheapest price, and instead let us focus our hearts
and minds on what Jesus calls us to do, give. We do this not for our own self-satisfaction, but to create
awareness within ourselves that we are not the most important. By doing this, we remember those who
are marginalized, disempowered, and disenfranchised. We remember that Jesus cares about those with
the most and those with the least. Christ wants to redeem the greatest and the least of these. May we
continue our role as Christ’s hands and feet this Advent season. May it be so.
Peace and Blessings, Joel Beachy
_____________________________
1 “Bible Gateway Passage: Mark 12:41-44 - New Revised Standard Vernon,” Bible Gateway, 12, accessed October 23, 2016, https//
www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&3A41-44verson=NRSV.
2 “Giving Tuesday | November 29, 2016” accessed November 23, 2016, https://www.givingtuesday.org/.

Plan to attend the January 4th CHOW and pack meals for the
hungry under the supervision of Ellis and Marcia Miller. They,
along with the other Iowa representatives, have transitioned
over the summer from “Kids Against Hunger” to “Take Away
Hunger”. Basically everything is the same as before except for
the name change, and the flavoring of the food if different. There are also two new products –“Black Bean and Rice”
and “Mac and Cheese” for local hunger and back pack
programs. The food is distributed the same as before, through
Convoy of Hope and Cross International to starving children
and their families in over 60 countries.

CHOW
January
2017

Twenty-five cents pays for a meal; $450 pays for the 1800
meals usually packed in one hour in one line. We plan to have 4
lines.
To cover the costs of the meals we will pack at CHOW, we will
have baskets at the back of the church for donations beginning
Sunday, December 4 through January 1. Please consider a
donation and attending CHOW on January 4 to help pack the
meals.

In October a group of volunteers, including Ed Miller, Ken Yoder &
Gerald Yoder, gathered together to harvest Sam Hochstetler’s
fields after his passing. Below are a few pictures taken that day.
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Doug Stoltzfus and
Madalyn Carolan, 5 1/2 year old daughter of Mike & Beth
Hi, I am Doug Stoltzfus I have been
married to Pam, my
high school sweetheart, for 40 years.
We have three daughters, Jill, Kara and
Laura. We also have
two amazing grandsons and are waiting
on another in January.
Pam and I live in the
woods two miles east
of Holbrook.

Hi my name is Madalyn
Leola Carolan. I am 5 1/2
years old. I live in the
country. I have a mom,
dad and 3 brothers. I love
to swim and I’m learning
to read. I am in Girl
Scouts and my teacher
says I am a good leader.
“What is your favorite
thing about Church?” My
favorite part about church
is children’s time.

I have worked in the
seed corn industry all my working life, first for Holdens and
now for Monsanto. I began at 13 working summers and
Saturdays through high school then full time for 39 years. As
of three years ago I am back to part time.

“What do you want to be
when you grow up?” I want to be a teacher or any other
job where I can be the boss.
“What’s your favorite thing to do with your mommy &
daddy?” My first favorite thing is camping. My second
favorite is going to the Children’s Museum because we get
to play in all of the rooms and then also watch people ice
skate close to the museum.

In my spare time I like to golf and fish. I am much better at
fishing. I also enjoy working up firewood, attending IMS
activities and spending time with family and friends. In the
last few years I’ve developed an interest in visiting with the
generation ahead of me. They have a lot of good stories to
share as well as a wealth of wisdom. I kind of wish I would
have payed attention a little earlier. Someday I would like to
go on an Alaskan cruise. Everyone I know who has gone says
it’s awesome!

“What is the silliest thing you’ve ever done?” My brother
and I made a water slide with our swing set and an air
mattress. It was so fun.
“What is your favorite food? What is the yuckiest” My
favorite food is green beans. But I really don’t like hot
pockets very much at all and dad makes those when he
cooks.

I have two collections. The first was inspired by my career in
corn. I have a nearly complete four place setting collection of
Shawnee Corn King dishes. (Maybe a bit corny for a guy but it
is what it is.) I also have a collection of over 11,000 baseball
cards dating from 1957 to the early 1980s.

“What do you take to bed with you at night?” I take my
toy otter and my bear. I got both of these from my great
grandma Leola.

The person who has been my biggest inspiration is my grandfather John Wagler. First of all, he’s the guy that taught me to
love fishing. More importantly he was as true to his faith as
anyone I’ve ever known, through good times and bad. He
always put others first. He treated all of his 54 grandchildren
the same regardless. He didn’t tell us how to live for the Lord,
he showed us. He lived that way every day of his life.

“What is your favorite game?” My favorite game is pass
the pumpkin. It’s a lot like duck duck goose.
“What is your favorite toys?” Barbies.

Pam and I have been attending East Union for 40 years. I have
always found East Union to be very welcoming and friendly.
I very much appreciate the support our family has received
over those years.

“What do you like most about your grandma & grandpa?”
Grandma and grandpa have a karaoke machine and I love
to sing and do concerts but sometimes grandpa hides it
when me and my brothers come over.
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Sunday, December 4

Jr. MYF Potato Bar Fundraiser
The best and

Mennonite Women Meeting - Dec 6
Scripture: Exodus 3:1-12; 4:1-17

Shrinking from
Challenge

Devotional Leader:
Joel Beachy
Project: Cash for Central Plains
Mennonite Women

Guest Day
Potluck

most beautiful
things in the
world cannot
be seen or even
touched. They
must be felt
with the heart.
- Helen Keller

Sunday, December 18
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve falls on Saturday this year, so the
Christmas Eve service will be at 7 pm. It will be
one hour, and you will be able to get to bed and
come back for our Sunday morning Christmas
worship service (at 9:30). As always, friends,
family, and the community are invited!

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Jeff Swartzentruber - 319.656.4542
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the January edition of
the Second Century Chronicle are
due by December 25. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!
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DECEMBER 2016
Sun

4

Morning

Mon

5

Tue

6

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Chad Miller

Declyn Yoder
Evelyn Yoder
Aimee Moberly

Elvesta Hochstedler
Gerald & Kathy
Yoder ‘66

8

9

10

Carroll Copeland

Edna Yoder

14

15

16

John Beachy

Collin Miller

Maynard Gingerich James Yoder
Lydia Erb
Megan Gingerich
Tom Meyers

22

23

24

30

31

Tammy Yoder
Gretta Rempel
James & Ruth
Boller ‘67
Steve & Meghan
Schrag ‘95

Tom Miller
Jace & Kendra
Bailey ‘03
Tim & Katie
Yoder ‘04

7

Worship 9:30am

Jr. MYF
Potato Bar
Isaac Beachy
Nathan Stoddard

Tom Bailey
Melanie Schwietzer
Rebecca Rhodes

Mennonite
Women
Choir Practice
7 pm

11

12

Donna Martinez
Kathy Schlabach
Ben Miller

Jack Miller
Ed Yoder
Eli Miller
Conner Moberly

18 Morning

19

20

Randy Rempel

Greta Schrag
Cleo Knepp

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Worship 9:30am

Kellen Bontrager
Adrianne Blauvelt
Dale & Charlene
Rhodes ‘65
Garylord & Shirley
Yoder ‘71

25 Morning
Worship 9:30am

13

Choir Practice
7pm

21

17

Jessica Erb
Ethan Yoder
Choir Practice
7pm

26

27

Will Miller

Claire Miller
Tamera Erb
Joe & Donna
Martinez ‘88

28

29
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