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From the Pastor’s Desk
The Glorious New Creation - Isaiah 65:17 (NRSV)
17
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.

Throughout the year we have many moments to reflect on how the year is progressing. January 1st is full of anticipation considering all that we hope to accomplish in the coming year. Spring time offers the new life bursting forth after a cold and dark winter. Summer gives students and teachers a well-deserved respite from hard studies. Families take vacations. The ebb and flow of
our routines move at a different pace. Now we have entered another transition, the start of school and the beginning of a new
church year. Some roles have ended, and some have just begun. We look forward to what God is beginning in the new church
calendar year.
Special thanks to all of those that helped to renovate the nursery bathroom, especially the trustees
(Dave Yoder, Chase Gingerich, & Kyle Troyer).
The nursery bathroom is not a metaphor for new heavens and a new earth, but I do think it is an
indicator of renewed life that is birthed throughout the seasons of a church. Like a bathroom that
has been renovated after 50 years, God wants to renovate our lives and the life of the church. We
have the opportunity this fall to reimagine what we hope for in the coming 2016-17 church year. How do we imagine God working in this space? What new or transformed ministry are we being called to this year? Sometimes what is new is daunting. We
look back to last year and remember all of the good work that has been accomplished. But a new year does not mean doing
away with what happened last year or in years past. It is about imagining what can happen in the year to come.
Recently, we just completed a lengthy and extremely important gift discernment process. Gifts were discovered in those that
attend East Union, and they were affirmed by the congregation. Although many of the job descriptions remain the same as last
year, the combinations of people who have agreed to those roles is completely new. It is exciting to consider what the Spirit of
God will do.
In the next couple of weeks two opportunities will present themselves for all of the congregation to consider. The first is finding
teachers for the primary/junior department Sunday school. Sunday school can play a vital role in the development of a child’s
spiritual life. Children’s ministry also contributes greatly to the vitality of a church. Many, if not all adults, at East Union have
contributed to this ministry over many years at East Union, but we are in need of reimagining how we can best serve our young
people. The primary/junior department Sunday school superintendents and the chair of the Nurture committee plan to meet
with me in the next couple of weeks to dream about what we hope each of our children learn and experience at East Union from
kindergarten to twelfth grade. Please consider if this is something that you are being called to participate in. Our youngest kids
need us.
A second opportunity is the Back to Church Sunday event on September 18. The Mid-Prairie Council of Churches are coordinating efforts to invite and re-invite people from all over the Kalona community to come back to church on that Sunday. At East
Union, we want to be ready to receive and welcome anyone who is looking for an encounter with God within the framework of
a church community. On that Sunday we will host a potluck. Please prayerfully consider how we can welcome in any visitors that
Sunday, and any Sunday. A new church year is starting at East Union, and there is reason to be excited for God is making new
heavens and a new earth.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
40 years ago: 1976
September 5 - Ed and Jane Miller
are parents of a daughter, Jill Denise.
She was born August 25
September 5 - We extend congratulations to Kenny and Wanda Yoder.
They were married at a ceremony at
our church yesterday afternoon.

30 years ago: 1986
60 years ago: 1956
September 2 - Remember the basket dinner at 12 o’clock Monday Sept.
3rd at the Alvin Weaver timer, one
mile east of Alva Gingerich, Sr. Boyd
Nelson will be guest speaker. Everyone is welcome. Come and bring your
family and friends.
September 16 - The M.Y.F. is giving
a program at the Sunshine Mission in
Cedar Rapids, Thursday evening at
7:30. Anyone interested in going along
contact Dorothy Logan.

50 years ago: 1966
September11 - The names of those
in the baptismal class are as follows:
(baptismal service in the evening)
Merle Beachy, Norman Schrock,
Donald Showalter, Douglas
Showalter, Denny Yoder, Anthony
Yoder, Rodney Yoder, Edward Gingerich, Norma Schrock, Letha Mullet,
Emma Lou Boller, Virginia Rediger,
Fred Swartzendruber, Randy
Gingerich, Dennis Miller.

September 28 - We extend our
congratulations to Angie Miller and
Mark Beary, who were married
yesterday in Albia, Iowa.

20 years ago: 1996

Bulletin Cover from
September 4, 1966

September 8 - Congratulations to
Jeremy Yoder, son of Gaylord and
Shirley Yoder who will graduate today
from the American Institute of
Business in Des Moines with a degree
in Business Administration-Travel and
Hospitality.
September 29 - Congratulations
and best wishes to Lance Yoder and
Chloe Nelson who were married
yesterday at Wellman.

Photos taken from 1984
East Union Church Directory

September 18 - “It isn’t position
that makes one happy or unhappy, it’s
disposition.”
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Days
Gone
By...

Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Marvin Slabaugh and
Claire Miller, 5 year old daughter of Will & Emily
Hi my name is Marvin
Slabaugh and I grew up
near Ann Arbor Michigan,
the 3rd of 4 children. I attended Goshen College and the
University of Minnesota. In
between I was VS in Brownsville Texas, where I met my
wife, Betsy. We have 3 grown
children. We live West of
Frytown with our 3 dogs and
2 cats.

My name is Claire Miller! I am five and a half years old and
I’m going to be in kindergarten this year at Kalona Elementary. My parents are Will and Emily, and my big sisters are
Audrey and Grace. I love to have fun, laugh, and joke around;
my parents say I’m very ornery. This summer I had fun
playing t-ball and swimming. I’m looking forward to school
starting so that I can spend each day with my best friend.
“What is your favorite thing
about Church?” I really like Bible
School because we get to play fun
games. And, this year our teacher
let us have candy in our classroom!

“What is your most favorite childhood memory?” A summer vacation when I was in middle school. We drove to the
Black Hills in South Dakota where my dad was during CPS.
There were six of us and two foreign students, one from
Japan and one from Switzerland. The VW camper van was
also pulling a pop up trailer. The van died on the way home,
somewhere in Iowa. Dad rented a U-Haul truck, loaded the
trailer into it, and with us in the back drove home. I’m sure it
was not fun for my folks, but at that age I thought it was a
great adventure.

“What do you want to be when
you grow up?” I would like to be
a makeup stylist. But I need to go
to school to learn how because I
don’t want to poke anyone in the
eye or make them look like a
clown!

“What do you like to do in your spare time?”
I like to go fishing.

“What is your favorite thing to
do with your mommy & daddy?” I like to go out to eat at
restaurants and play games with them.

“If you could visit one place in the world, where would it
be and why?” Australia/New Zealand because there are
interesting animals there that aren’t found anywhere else.
The scenery is beautiful. The people speak English and I like
hearing the accent.

“What is your favorite food? What is the yuckiest?” This is
so hard to choose! I really like chocolate covered strawberries.
As for yucky foods...I dislike avocados and sauerkraut, though
I’ve never tasted sauerkraut. It just sounds yucky!
“What is your favorite toy?” I love my doll Kinsley. I like
styling her hair, pretending to put makeup on her, and
dressing her in different outfits.

“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past or
present, who would it be and why?” Either of my
grandfathers. Both died before I was born. I would like to
have known them.

“What do you like most about your grandma & grandpa?”
I love that they take me to movies, to the Children’s Museum,
and to Yotty’s for ice cream!

“What is one thing most people wouldn’t know about
you?” I used to have a pet tarantula.

“What is your favorite song?”
Welcome to Our Island Home from Bible School a few years
ago. I like to listen to the music cd in my mom’s van.

“What is the funniest thing you did as a child that your
family still talks about today?” My older brother and sister
had gone to the local store and bought some candy. Wax
bottles with syrup inside. There were different colors and
they were pouring them into cups to drink. I asked for some
but they wouldn’t share so I went outside. A little later I came
in and saw an unattended cup with green liquid in it. I said,
“Gee thanks for saving this for me” and drank it down. I
didn’t know my younger sister had been blowing bubbles
with Palmolive dish soap and that was her cup. I still don’t
like Palmolive.

“What is your favorite game?”
I like to play lots of games, but I really like playing TV tag
with my sisters.
“What toppings do you like on your pizza?”
My favorite toppings are pepperoni and sausage. I also really
like cinnamon sugar dessert pizza!
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Mennonite Women and CHOW starting
new sessions this fall!
September begins a new year for East Union Mennonite Women. We welcome and
encourage all women of East Union to join us in our monthly meetings (usually the first
Tuesday of each month from 9 am to 3:30 pm).
Please come and join us as we work together quilting quilts for the benefit sales
(Pleasantview and MCC) or knotting comforters to be sent to MCC. We will teach you how to
quilt or knot. Please come and learn. Many hands help us accomplish much more. Each month
we have a project such as school kits, food pantry, money for Crooked Creek, or other special
MCC projects.
The devotional book for this year is “Faith Travels—Trusting God in Life’s
Transitions,” written by Marlene Kropf. The study focuses
on how we experience God’s presence during the transitions in our lives. Each session includes stories or prayers
from ancient Celtic Christians that connect with a biblical
story. In each session, some aspect of the spirituality of
transition is explored—from endings, through the messy
middle, and on to new beginnings.
Mark your calendar and join us the first Tuesday of
the month.
~Submitted by Jane Miller

It is CHOW Time!

2016 - 2017 Schedule

Our first CHOW (Church Happenings on
Wednesday) will be Wednesday, September
9. Our first event will be a wiener roast with
each family bringing a covered dish or dessert to share. We will have a basket for donations to cover the expenses for the hotdogs,
buns, etc. The meal will begin at 6 pm. Bring
lawn games (weather permitting), we will
finish at 7:45 in order for
families to get
home and get school kids to bed.

September 7 2015
October 5, 2015
November 2, 2015
December - no CHOW
January 4, 2016
February 1, 2016

CHOW is held at the church on the first
Wednesday of the month from September
through April. A light dinner is served from
6:00 PM to 6:30 PM, and at 6:45 PM there
are activities for all ages. Childcare is provided. Activities end at 7:45 PM to accommodate families with young children. Sunday School classes take turns providing
adult activities and meals. The 201617 schedule is:

March 1, 2016
April 5, 2016
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A Year in
Bolivia
by Gretchen Geyer

I recently returned from doing a year of voluntary service in Montero, Bolivia with Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC). Here is a glimpse at my year:
What did I really do?
I worked in a 'comedor', helping children with their homework, working in the kitchen and organizing and
presenting at meetings with the parents of the kids. Most importantly, I was a positive and loving presence in
the kids’ lives that otherwise may not have received this much-needed attention.
Who did I live with?
I lived with a 65-year-old dentist. Her office was in our house and she regularly talked to me while working on
patient’s teeth :). I had 27-year-old host sister, who quickly became my best friend. And as a bonus, two
female Japanese volunteers, a little older than me lived with us as well!
Why did I go, anyhow?
I decided I wanted to do service because I thought it would be a nice break between college and a full-time
job. Also, as a social worker I knew I would be working in very diverse communities in the future and wanted
first-hand experience being the 'outsider'. A more selfish reason was that I really wanted to improve my
Spanish.
What was one of the hardest moments?
I was sick a good portion of the time I was there. We never could quite determine what was making me sick
and I had to take a lot of really huge pills. In May, when I got seriously sick and was going to take a third round
of medicine, I didn’t think I could handle it any longer. I didn’t have any huge change to get myself out of the
slump. I just slowly remembered how privileged I was to be able to afford all the medicine, to have such a
loving community back in the states thinking about me, and to know in another two months I wouldn’t have to
deal with this anymore.
What was one of the best moments?
I taught various reading lessons in Spanish during “Reading Club”, every week. Sometimes I was by myself with
30-40 kiddos. It was really hard gaining their respect and keeping the room calm. At one point I really needed
a break and so I asked the teacher if we could skip it for one week. The next Reading Club day came and a
couple kids asked me what we were doing that day. After saying we weren’t going to have it, they were
disappointed and said they loved Club. I had a number of kids echo their response that day. In that moment, I
realized what a difference it was making, and even when they are wild, they are actually learning and really
enjoying my activities!
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A friend is a

Mennonite Women Meeting - Sept 6
Scripture:
Genesis 12:1-9, 17:1-8, 15-22

It All Begins
in Blessing

Devotional Leader:
Verna Zook

gift whose
worth
cannot be
measured by
the heart.

Project: Cash for Crisis Center

Sack Lunch

Sunday, Sept 18

Sunday, Sept 11

East Union will be joining the Mid-Prairie
Council of Church,
other local churches
and over 28,000
churches nationwide to
invite everyone in the
surrounding areas to
church.

Guest Host
Night or Noon
Friday, Sept 30

On Friday, September 30th, East Union will be
celebrating those from our congregation, and
their spouses, who are 75 years of age and older.
Invitations and more information coming soon!

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Jeff Swartzentruber - 319.656.4542
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the September edition
of the Second Century Chronicle
are due by August 18. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!

september 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Doug Stoltzfus
Amy & Nate
Graber ‘01
Donavon & Sarah
Yoder ‘06

4

Morning

5

6

7

8

Sat
3
Alva Gingerich
Ken Yoder
Mike Carolan
Darla Trejo

9

10

Worship 9:30am

Mennonite
Women

Ken & Wanda
Yoder ‘76

11 Morning

Steve Schrag

CHOW

Maynard & Carol
Gingerich ‘81

Marlin & Rosemond
Brenneman ‘55

12

13

14

Jim Hochstetler
Max Miller

Kailee Seward
James A. Miller
Isabelle George
Rich & Laurie
Droll ‘74

Worship 9:30am

Guest Host
Night or Noon

Church Council
Mtg 7 pm

Angie Gingerich
Bob Yoder
Ellen Rempel
Mike & Melanie
Schweitzer ‘84

15

Joe Schmidt

16

17

Jed Seward

Chuck Yoder
Yvonne Nixon

23

24

Levi Fernau

Emily Higdon
Steven & Liz
Rhodes ‘11

Rosemond
Brenneman

18 Morning
Worship 9:30am

19

20

Raeghan Seward
Beth Carolan

Avert Blauvelt

26

27

Josh Yoder

Nyle Kauffman
Jace Bailey
Joani Miller
Mark & Angie
Beary ‘86

21

22

Marilyn Yutzy

25Morning

28

29

Worship 9:30am

Ella Groenewold

30
Mark Beary

Gretchen Geyer
Ida Mae Short
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Senior Saints
Day

