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From the Pastor’s Desk
Summertime is maybe my favorite season of the year. Barbecues, golfing, baseball/softball, camps, family vacations, longer days, sunshine, swimming, fishing, hiking, biking, and so much more. With all of these opportunities, though, comes the added strain on schedules and the challenging decision of prioritizing our time. How do
you make decisions about what to include or exclude in your day-to-day summer routine? How does God fit into
the equation? Or is God even a consideration?
One of the difficulties we must face in our current culture is that we are consistently inundated with choices of
how, when, and where to spend our time. Maybe the most challenging aspect of these choices is that we are
often not simply choosing between good and bad options, but between good and good. Spending time with
family and friends and exercising are not necessarily mutually exclusive, but it can be difficult to find time for
both. Traveling is great, but there are always sacrifices that have to be made in order to make a trip come together. Work and play are sometimes used to define our daytime hours, but in the end we often also have to
dissect our free time, too. Being faced with these types of choices may feel burdensome at times. Is there always a right choice, and how can we know for certain?
In Ecclesiastes 3, the author writes that “there is a time for everything and a season for every activity under
heaven.” As I am sure you are familiar with, the author goes on to list some fourteen comparative pairs of activities. If you are unfamiliar with them, I encourage you to listen to the Byrds hit cover of Pete Seeger’s song
“Turn, Turn, Turn.” I’ve always appreciated their musical retelling of this particular passage. The question then
becomes, if there is a time for every season, and that “whatever is has already been, and what will be has been
before,” then what should we be concerned about when we consider how we spend our time?
My hope for you this summer and throughout the year is that you will turn your focus towards God. This does
not have to look like the quintessential sitting at a table with Bible in hand, reading by candle light. It could include some time spent in prayer or meditation, but what if we each woke up in the morning and simply asked
ourselves, what does God wish for my life today. I believe many of our decisions about how we spend our time
during the day would simply align with what God hopes for us. The first part of the greatest commandment,
“you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,” implies
that we will focus our minds on God. So let’s do it! Carve out moments in your day, even as you go about your
normal, daily routine, and focus your heart, soul, and mind on the One who continues to refresh and sustain us
all.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Joel Beachy
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
40 years ago: 1976
August 22 - Seven truck loads of hay
have been taken from our community
to the Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, area.
More funds are needed to pay for
transportation. Anyone wanting to
donate to this can place their money
in the basket on the literature table.

60 years ago: 1956
August 5 - Prayer Memo: The first
tangible aspect of our conference
outreach in Des Moines is the
sponsoring of THE MENNONITE
HOUR over KIOA, a 10,000 watt
station at 940. Beginning today the
broadcast will be heard from 10 to
10:30 each Sunday evening. Pray with
us that this witness may truly point
men “to the Living Christ.” -Willard
E. Roth, Des Moines pastor.

50 years ago: 1966
August 14 - We want to express
our appreciation for the gift from the
Bible School. We want to use some
of this to buy Bible School supplies
for the Indian boys and girls here on
the Big Grassy Indian Reservation.
Thank you. Mary Ellen and Wilbur
Litwiller
August 21 - Our congratulations to
the newly-wed couples, Mr. and Mrs.
Calvin Hochstedler, Mr. and Mrs. John
David Miller, and Mr. and Mrs.
Bernard Rediger. May they enjoy the
rich blessings of God as they travel
life’s road together.

August 29 - One of our men’s
Sunday School classes is taking the
remainder of our old church benches
to a church at Macon, Mississippi.
They will have room to take used
clothing along. If you have clothing to
send, bring them to the church by
September 7.

30 years ago: 1986

Bulletin Cover from
August 3, 1986

August 24 - Centennial Echos, a
behind the scenes look at the highlights of our centennial celebration,
August 1984, will be available today
following Sunday school in the small
meeting room. Copies are $3 each.
Pick yours up today.
August 24 - This weekend several of
our church families are on the annual
bike hike to Wisconsin.

20 years ago: 1996
August 25 - Daniel Hershberger, son
of Marv and Paulette; and Kira Yoder,
daughter of Sherwood and Gina, are
beginning kindergarten tomorrow.
Remember them as they take a new
step on their journey in life.

Days
Gone
By...

10 years ago: 2006
August 6 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Ashlee Gingerich and
Derek Whittington who were
married here yesterday.
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Joyce Schrock and
Behla Schmidt, 10 year old daughter of Joe & Carrie
Joyce & Norman
with their family:
Aaron, April,
Tori, & Kenna;
Ryan, Sarah,
Leah & Noah;
and Carmen, Joe,
Levi, Ruby &
Sadie.

“What is the funniest thing you did as a child that your family still talks about today?” One thing that my family reminds me of sometimes is how I was able to “disappear”
when it was time to do the dishes. I am the oldest of 6; 4 girls
and 2 boys and I very much disliked doing anything in the
kitchen - cooking or cleaning up. Sneaking up to my room to
read didn’t work very long so I had to get creative. I was
known to sneak out to the orchard and climb an apricot tree to
hid away. Needless to say, that didn’t work very long either.

Joyce Schrock lives in Kalona with her husband, Norman
and together have 3 children (and their spouses) and 7
grandchildren.

My name is Behla Schmidt and I am 10 years old. I live in
Kalona with my Dad & Mom, Joe & Carrie, and my brother,
Ian. Our dog Luna recently died, but she was also part of our
family all my life. I play the piano, violin and love to take
dance lessons. I spend most of my spare time hanging out
with friends, reading, painting or doing other art projects.

“Besides Jesus, If you could meet anyone from the Bible
who would it be and what would you ask them?” If I could
talk to anyone from the Bible, it would be Mary. I would ask
what Jesus was like as a child, did he argue with siblings,
who did he play with, what games did they play, what foods
did he like or dislike, and how she was able to deal with the
responsibility of raising God’s son.

“What do you want to be
when you grow up?”
I am thinking about being an
artist, a pro-dancer, or some
other type of athlete.

“What do you like to do in your spare time?” In my spare
time I love to read, make scrapbooks, and make quilts. I have
pieced hundreds of quilts over the years. My kids each got
one when they got married especially made for them and
sometimes at Christmas they get one. My nieces and
nephews each get a get a quilt when they get married, and
each great niece or nephew get a baby quilt when they are
born or join the family.

“Where do you go to school
and what is your favorite
subject?”
I go to Kalona Elementary
and am going to be in the 5th
grade. My favorite subject is
reading.

“If you could visit one place in the world, where would it
be and why?” One place that I always wanted to visit was
the Grand
Canyon. I couldn’t imagine how big and awesome it really was from looking at pictures. We were able to
go there in June and it was a very enjoyable trip. I enjoyed
just sitting and looking a the amazing views. It was fun to
hike a short way down and can really say that I was below
the rim. Our trip was made enjoyable by being able to see
Arizona, Utah and Colorado. There is a lot of beauty in the
west, but it was great to get back home to the flat, straight
roads. The green fields here are beautiful too. Of course, another place that I love to go is to PA to see our grandkids and
their parents.

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order most
there?” My favorite restaurant is Panera Bread. I usually get
Mac & Cheese. I do like their bread too!
“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been and what did
you like most about it?” I went to Europe with my family last
year. We visited Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany and
Austria. Honestly I liked it all. Everything there is just very
cool and interesting. It was a really fun trip.
“What is one of your greatest talents?”
One of my greatest talents is to dance.

“If you have a ‘collection’ (ie coin, stamp, etc), please share
what it is and a memory associated with one piece.” I have a
collection of thimbles from many different places. I have one
that was given to me when I was a GMSA (now Girl’s Venture Club) leader here at East Union. I have one from Spain
that a friend bought me. My favorite one is from my Aunt
Jeanene that was hand painted for me by a friend of hers.

“What is your favorite color?”
My favorite color is blue.
“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”
Athletic, fun, outgoing.
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Come and join your church family for a fantastic weekend of events
and worship outside in God’s Creation! Hope to see you there!

Camp
East Union
2015

Where: All activities will be held at East Union
When: Saturday, August 27 and Sunday, August 28

Saturday
Mid-Afternoon - Come set up your tent or camper in the church yard. Spend
the night outdoors!
5:30 - Pizza supper in the picnic shelter. Sign up sheet will be posted in August,
watch for announcements. Free will donation to cover expense of pizza. Drinks
provided.
6:30 - Games/activities for all ages. Prepare to have fun!
7:30 - ICE CREAM!!!
8:00 - Outdoor movie with popcorn!
10:00ish - S’mores around the campfire, supplies provided.

Sunday
Early morning - Breakfast on your own for overnight campers. Drinks will be
provided (coffee, milk, and juice.)
10:00 - Outdoor church service (note later start time.) Please bring lawn chairs.
11:30 - Lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Pulled pork sandwiches and drinks will
be provided, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Free will donation to
cover expenses of sandwiches.
Camp EU is a great time to invite friends or neighbors to join us. We welcome
all to any of the scheduled events. If you have any questions, please see a Worship Committee member: Joel Beachy, Larry Detweiler, Lisa Schmidt, Grace
Rempel, or Nici Bontrager.

During the month of August, E.U. Mennonite Women are asking for your help to purchase school
supplies for overseas children. Donations can be given to Mennonite Women if this would be easier for you
and we can purchase supplies. Please give donations to Dorothea Moberly, Jane Miller or Loretta Kauffman.
Please bring supplies and place them on the table in the foyer. These will later be assembled into bags.






4 spiral or perforated notebooks (8 1/2 x 11 inches and 70 pages)
8 #2 unsharpened pencils
1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating
both 30 cm & 12 in markings)
1 large pencil eraser
12 colored pencils (in packaging)
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Don’t count

Mennonite Women Meeting - August 2
Scripture:
2 Timothy 1:1-14

Fan into flame the
spark within you

your years;
make your
years count.

Devotional Leader:
Lauralee Kauffman
Project: School kits/church wide

Taco Bar

August 7

Senior Citizen’s Dinner

Celebrating Communion
during worship Service

Kalona Mennonite
Banquet Hall
Wednesday
August 10
11:45 am

August 20

All Senior Citizens Welcome!

Courage Ride is an annual bike ride through rural Iowa
honoring the life of our brother Seth Bailey, and is
dedicated to improve the lives of those affected by
sarcoma.

Camp EU

Proceeds benefit the sarcoma research program at the
University of Iowa’s Holden Comprehensive Cancer
Center.

August 27 & 28

For details on how you can support and/ or participate,
go to www.courageride.com

See Page 4 for details.
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AUGUST 2016
Sun

Mon
1
George Miller

Tue

Wed

2
3
Mennonite
Gabriel Krabill
Women

Thu
4
Paul Miller

Nolan Gerber

James Erb
Chase & Angie
Gingerich ‘08

7

Morning

8

9

Worship 9:30am
Carol Gingerich
Jada Dachtler

Communion
Guest Speakers
Martha & Ramiro
Hernandez

15

Worship 9:30am
Marvin Slabaugh

21 Morning

22

28Morning

16
Madison Higdon
Libby Miller

Steve & Kara
Groenewold ‘98

Worship 9:30am

11

5

6

Max Yoder
Doug & Jill
Moberly ‘00
Ashlee & Derek
Whittington ‘06

Nelson Miller
Jill Hemachandra
Jeff & Carol
Boller ‘94

12

13

Senior Citizen
Dinner at Kalona
Mennonite
11:45

29

Church Council
Meeting 7 pm

17

Matthew & Tamar
Rhodes ‘05

18

19

Landon Slabaugh Wanda Yoder
Marlin Brenneman Denny & Becky
Ben & Monica
Yoder ‘73
Miller ‘02

20

Courage Ride

23

24

25

26

27

Bob Moberly
Lola Faye ErbYoder

Meghan Schrag

Jill Hartsock
Bob & Dorothea
Moberly ‘62

Loren & Elvesta
Hochstedler ‘72
Sheldon & Letha
Yoder ‘72

Camp East Union

30

31

Wilma Copeland
Jacob Moberly

Larry Detweiler

Worship 9:30am

Camp East Union

Sat

Jerry Miller
Steven Rhodes
Frank & Yvonne
Nixon ‘91

Marjohn Monemi

14 Morning

10

Fri

Andy Blauvelt
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