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The annual meeting of the Central Plains Mennonite Conference congregations met in Des 
Moines at Grand View University, June 16-19, 2016. The delegates from East Union (Janet 
Geyer, Nelson Miller, Nyle Kauffman and Bruce & Karen Harvey) were inspired in each     
morning’s worship time with a sermon focused on “Joyfully Following Jesus” presented by 
Leonard Dow from Oxford Circle Mennonite Church, Philadelphia, PA. Check them out on the 
CPMC Website!  
 
With hugs, introductions, ‘catching up’ on conference happenings and singing together,      
annual conference can feel more like a family reunion - and maybe that’s how God sees the 
coming together of His children. Worship each morning, led by a lively and loving worship 
team, began with singing that filled both sanctuary and soul followed by inspiring and        
challenging messages.  
 
We gathered around tables during the delegate sessions, listening to new developments and 
ventures within our conference, grateful for the many new young persons being called to the 
pastorate, and sensing the deeply felt grief of several congregations leaving the ‘family.’ After 
a time of discussion the delegates approved adopting the “Covenant of Spiritual Practices” as 
a guide for God’s Spirit to transform us more and more into the likeness of Christ.   One     
hundred and eleven of 124 delegates (89.5%) voted in favor of the Covenant.  
 
Workshops, discussions, sharing over meals and an ice cream social nurtured our minds and 
bodies. We love to share discoveries of happenings around our conference and will be         
reporting to the congregation on Sunday, July 31 during the Sunday school hour. Please come 
and hear what is happening in the rest of our ‘family.’ 

 
      Submitted by Bruce & Karen Harvey 

Central Plains Mennonite Conference Annual Mtg 
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Tim Litwiller lives 

in Kalona with his 

wife, Denise and 

twin 6 year old 

sons, Colton & 

Chance. 

 

 

 

 

 

“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past 

or present, who would it be and why?” 

A former president that shall go unnamed, as my wife 

and I don’t always agree on our politics. 

 

“If you could visit one place in the world, where 

would it be and why?” 

Augusta, Georgia and play the Augusta National golf 

course. 

 

“What do you like to do in your spare time?” 

I like to golf and fish. But I don’t have a lot of spare 

time. 

 

“What is one thing most people wouldn’t know about 

you?”  I attended East Union from birth through about 

age 10. 

 

“Who has inspired you the most during your lifetime 

and why?” 

My dad. He has modeled to me what a Christian father 

should be. 

 

“What is the funniest thing you did as a child that 

your family still talks about today?”   

I got my knee stuck in a tree, while climbing it. I was 

stuck. My Grandma Yoder (Velma) used a 2 x 4 and 

shoved my knee right out. Then I could climb down. 

Everyone in my family gets a good laugh out of that 

story for some reason. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Micah 

Gerber. I am 10 

years old and live in 

the country. I have 

two sisters, Sarena 

and Evelyn. I love 

them very much and 

I like to bother them 

every single day. 

My dad’s name is 

Nolan and my 

mom’s name is Lori. 

I love sports. You 

can find me playing 

some sport in my 

back or front yard. I have a dog name Zander, chickens, 

and kittens that keep me busy. 
 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”   

When I grow up I want to be a football, baseball, soccer, and 

basketball player.  

 

“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?”    

My favorite thing to do with my family is play games like 

Sorry 

 

“Where do you go to school and what is your favorite      

subject?”   

I go to Washington Township and my favorite subject is math. 

 

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order most 

there?” 

My favorite restaurants are McDonald’s and Mr. O’s in     

Wellman. I like to order cheeseburgers with ketchup and lots 

of pickles. 

 

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been and what did 

you like most about it?” 

The farthest place I have been is Gulf Shores, Alabama. My 

favorite part was everything. I like going to the ocean and 

swimming and playing in the sand. I love the giant burger 

from The Diner. 

 

“What is your favorite color?” 

My favorite color is blue. 

 

“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”   

Awesome. Fast, and Playful 

 Who’s in the Pew Next to You? 
This month we are getting to know Tim Litwiller and  

Micah Gerber, 10 year old son of Nolan & Lori 
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Vacation Bible School - 2016 
On Friday and Saturday, June 10 & 11, there were 36 excited children who walked 
into East Union ready to experience Egypt - Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace. 
During our time together we learned about Joseph through classroom time, drama, 
and music. A memorable time was spent outside under a tent listening to David 
Charles provide a historical and Biblical background of Joseph, with his goats quietly 
grazing on the grass! The children also experienced Egyptian culture with crafts such 
as barbershop/salon (makeup), jewelry making, basket making and brick making. 
 
Throughout the weekend the students learned about Joseph’s trials as a young man, 
discouraging moments of hopelessness, joyous victories, and tear-filled celebrations 
as his family reconciled and were reunited. Our Bible points and verses taught us 
that God gives us hope, God gives us special abilities, God gives us wisdom, God gives 
us forgiveness, and God gives us family. 
 
Our mission offering this year was collected for MCC Egypt. Michael Swartzendruber, 
formerly of Kalona and now pastor at Wayland Mennonite Church, graciously shared 
pictures and information about his time spent working with MCC in Egypt. MCC 
Egypt works with many different churches around Egypt to help a wide range of  
people. They have 17 partners around the country and work to support their        
projects in trauma healing, peacebuilding, and conflict transformation. They also 
work with development projects, such as literacy programs, English programs, HIV/
AIDS, agriculture, women in prison, children with disabilities, refugees programs and 
school, and a girls orphanage. We were able to raise $798.85 for this ministry. 
 
The Bible School Committee would like to give a big thanks to everyone who gave of 
their time and talents to make this year’s Bible School memorable and meaningful 
for the children. 
 
 Emily Miller, Catrina Miiller, Rachel Yoder  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

1 

Jeff Yoder 

Donavon Yoder 

Jon & Kristi 

  Miiller ‘07 

Dick & Jane 

  Yoder-Short ‘78 

2  
 

Jane Miller 

3  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
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*Mennonite 

Women 
 

Marvin Rempel 

6 

 

Halid Saner-   

  Harvey 

 

 

7 
 

Owen Higdon 

Kyle & Allison 

  Troyer ‘12 

8 

 

Paulette 

  Hershberger 

Kenna Schrock 

 

9 

 

Emma Jean 

  Schrock 

Olivia Dachtler 

 

10 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Alvin Miller 

Eve Yoder 

11 

 

 

 
 

 

12 

 

Evelyn Gerber 

 

 

 

13 
 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

 14 
 

Cindy Dickel 

Luke Yoder 

Macy Yoder 

15 
 

Sandy Schlabaugh 

Randy & Jill 

  Miller ‘06 

 

16 
Renae Miller 

Jed & Kailee    

  Seward ‘10 

Lynford & Ami 

  Knepp ‘94 

17 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Joel & Christine 

  Beachy ‘04 

Chad & Annika 

  Miller ‘93 

 

 

18 
 

Carey Miller 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
 

 

Greg Yoder 

Tripp Carolan 

21 
Julia Boller 

Carolyn Detweiler 

Sandi Landers 

  Rhodes 

Chuck & Jan 

  Yoder ‘07 

Jill & Thushan 

  Hemachandra ‘12 

22 
 

Lucas Beachy 

LilaKate Milani 

Joe & Carrie 

  Schmidt ‘00 

 

 

23 

Deb Miller 

Dirk Logan 

Ava Miller 

Herb & Kathy 

  Miller ‘83 

Kara & Dominic 

  Porter ‘11 

24Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Judy Yoder 

Beth Yoder 

Ed Hershberger 

Randy Miller 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 
 

Dale Rhodes 

28 
 

Gaylord Yoder 

29 

 

Jacob & Hannah 

  Geyer ‘12 

30 

 

Justin Boller 

Harold Blosser 

31Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Central Plains   
Delegates during 

SS hour 
 

Allison Troyer 

Matt Miller 

      

* Mennonite Women Meeting  
Scripture:  Devotional Leader:  Project: Cash for   Sack Lunch 

Philippians 4:4-9 Dorothea Moberly  Mennonite Women USA 

 

      JULY  2016 
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