
 

  

E A S T  UN I ON  

MENNON I T E  

C HUR CH  

Th
e 

2n
d 

Ce
nt

ur
y 

Ch
ro

ni
cl

e 
V O L U M E  X X V I ,  I S S U E  1  

Starting January 10 - February 7, East Union Mennonite Church will begin a study on Being God’s 
Faithful Community: A Covenant of Spiritual Practices. We will have both a series of sermons and a 
joint, adult Sunday school class to study and discuss this content. In working with Doyle Geyer and 
Will Miller, adult Sunday school superintendents, we purchased books for this class. We are      
excited to include all of the adult Sunday school classes, as well as the MYF in this shared study. 
Central Plains Mennonite Conference has asked all of the conference churches to take part in this 
study as a continuation of the work that began this past summer at the Annual Meeting in St. Paul, 
MN, on June 18-21, 2015. 
 

This study guide is intended to help (our) congregation to prayerfully consider the merits of 
the proposed covenant for Central Plains Mennonite conference entitled, Being God’s Faithful 
Community: A Covenant of Spiritual Practices...Congregations within Central plains are being 
asked to study the covenant in preparation for further discernment at the Central Plains     
Annual Meeting in June 2016. This study guide is meant to be a practical guide to assist      
congregations in this discernment process. 

 

Over the past 2 years, East Union has been aware of conflicts that are taking place within the    
conference, denomination, and across the broader church surrounding the issues of sexuality,   
leadership, and polity. Dave Boshart asks in the Introduction to the book, “In this season of discon-
tinuous change, what do we need to do to maintain our identity, tend to our relationships, and 
practice the things that bring us face-to-face with Jesus together?” As pastor of East Union, it is my 
hope that this conversation will lead to a deeper sense of how we can best relate to one another, to 
the conference, and to Mennonite Church USA. What can we do as a congregation to strengthen 
our commitments to one another? 
 

In Ephesians 4:1-6 (NRSV), Paul encourages the church to Ephesus to maintain unity. He states, 
 

4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

 

It is my firm belief that God has called and continues to call East Union Mennonite Church to be 
faithful representatives of God’s love and mercy here on earth. As we prepare for the covenant 
study this January, let us prayerfully consider how God is calling each of us to humbly, gently, and 
patiently bear with one another in love as we recommit our lives to be the body of Christ. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Joel Beachy 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
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60 years ago: 1956 

January 15 -  Friday evening 7:45  

Brother Ralph Buckwalter will show 

slides of mission work in Japan at Hill-

crest Union. 

January 29 - M.Y.F. will meet at Ray 

Beachy’s pond for a skating party on 

Tuesday evening at 7:30. Refreshments 

will be served at the John Rhodes home. 

 

50 years ago:  1966 

January 23 - Harley Miller who spent 

several weeks this past year in Central 

America will show slides in connection 

with Mennonite Mission work carried on 

in British Honduras and El Salvador. 

January 30 - Mr. and Mrs. Menno J. S. 

Bontrager are celebrating their 50th 

wedding anniversary. An open house in 

their honor will be held in the Communi-

ty Room in the Farmers Savings Bank at 

Kalona this afternoon, from 1:30 - 4:00. 

Everyone welcome. 

 

40 years ago: 1976 

January 4 - Mr. and Mrs. Donald Zook 

are the parents of a daughter, Jennifer 

Louise, born December 30. 

January 11 - Mr. and Mrs. Keith Dickel 

are the parents of a son, Brian David, 

born January 6. 

30 years ago: 1986 

January 12 - This past summer in 

Ames our MYF decided as one of it’s 

projects for the coming year that we 

would present a musical entitled 

“Esther and the King of Persia.” We 

will begin rehearsal for this play to-

night, here at the church at 7 pm. 

John Suderman, director of music at 

IMS, has consented to direct this. 

January 26 - Those interested in 

forming an Economics Crisis Support 

Group meet Wednesday, 7:30 at the 

church. Contact Gene Troyer if you 

are unable to attend this meeting. 

 

20 years ago: 1996 

January 14 - Concern for Women 

will be having the Deer Creek Boys 

sing at Bethany Baptist Church on 

January 28 at 7:00 pm. There will be a 

free-will offering for Elizabeth House 

in Washington.  

 

10 years ago: 2006 

January 1 - Susan See piano students 

will keep the 9-foot Baldwin piano in 

constant motion for twelve hours 

celebrating Wolfgang A. Mozart’s 

250th birthday on Saturday, January 7 

from 9 am to 9 pm in the IMS chapel. 

This event is open to the public and 

free of charge. 

January 29 - Jacob Moberly had a 

playground accident and broke his 

femur. He is in a cast that will keep 

him from walking for six weeks. Re-

member Doug and Jill as they care for 

him and baby Connor. 
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

   Days  
      Gone  
            By... 

Photos taken from 1970’s  
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Hi, I am Janet Erb Geyer 
first name given to me by 
my Grandma Erb for a 
distant French relative. I 
was born in 1961 and   
married Doyle in 1984. My 
freshman year I attended 
Goshen College and    
completed my BSN in 1984 
and MSN in 1995 from the 
University of Iowa (UI). 
We have two young adult 
children; Jacob and his 
wife Hannah, who are 
teaching English in Spain 

for a year and Gretchen who is in Bolivia for a year of volun-
tary service in Bolivia.  
 
I am a Nursing Practice Leader in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Nursery and Children’s and Women’s Services at the UI 
Children’s Hospital. In April I will have worked there for 31 
years! It is a great hospital and great place to work. 
 
Doyle and I live on an acreage about 8 miles northwest of 
East Union. We love being back in a long lane surrounded by 
50 acres of lawn, pasture, timber and farmland. Sunrises and 
sunsets are beautiful. This year our home will be 100 years 
old! 
 
Favorite thing: My favorite thing about East Union is each of 
you, the community of believers. We may not all agree on 
everything but we all come together in worship and serve 
God and it feels good. 
 
Where would I visit: This year I have to select two countries - 
Bolivia and Spain. We are fortunate to get to both this spring 
and spend time seeing where our children are living and 
working. 
 
Spare time: I love to read, run, garden, bake and play        
violin...I love to do a lot of things! I have been running since I 
was 16 and it has been special to get to run with a lot of 
friends and family in road races over the years. 
 
One thing people may not know: Actually some do know, 
but in light of this Rose Bowl Hawkeye year, I have to         
mention going to the Rose Bowl in 1982 to watch my brother 
James play for Iowa. A number of families from EU cara-
vanned to Pasadena together. It was a lot of fun, til the game. 
I’m planning for things to go better this year! Go Hawks! 
 
Inspires me: There are a number of people I could name 
but I’ll go with my husband Doyle. He treats me so so 
well. He teaches me patience and not to bother worrying 
over the small stuff. He is a wonderful father and a friends 
to so many. I strive to be more like him (fortunately he is 
patient with me since I am still in the apprentice stage.) 
 

My name is Micah Miller and I am 14 years old.  I am a 
freshman at IMS and live in Frytown with my parents, 
Matt and Renae, and younger brother, Collin. We have an 
indoor dog, Milo, and two outdoor cats.  
 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”   
I want to play drums for a rock band. 
 
“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?”   
For the past couple of years we have gone skiing in  
Colorado, which is very fun. I was able to get some air 
on a jump last year, but then completely wiped out. 
Luckily I didn’t get hurt! 
 
“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order 
most there”   
I like Subway. My favorite sub is the spicy Italian on 
Italian herb and cheese bread with all the toppings and 
mustard and mayonnaise. 
 
“What is one of your greatest talents?”   
Playing drums. I have been playing since I was in 5th 
grade. I play in the Symphonic Band and Pet Band at 
IMS and also enjoy playing in the Praise Band at church. 
 
“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been? What 
did you like most about it? ”  
Prince Edward Island in Canada. I thought it was very 
beautiful and the beaches were interesting. One had red 
sand and one had “singing” sand, which squeaked 
when you walked on it. We also found a lot of starfish 
and crabs in the water. 
 
“What is your favorite color?” 
Black 
 
“What are the 3 words that best describe you?” 
Laid-back, musical and adventurous. 
 

 

 Who’s in the Pew Next to You? 
This month we are getting to know Janet Geyer and  

Micah Miller, 14 year old son of Matt & Renae 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - January  5 

In the face of 

uncertainty, 

there is 

nothing 

wrong with 

hope. 

“Jesus was  

an artist.”  

 
- Donald C. Mann  

Scripture:  

Luke 15:1-10 
 

Devotional Leader:  

Joel Beachy 
 

Project: Sewing Kits 
 

Potluck - Guest Day 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:  Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Lauralee Kauffman - 354.3304 

Jeff Swartzentruber - 656.4542 

Karen Harvey - 656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

 

Articles for the February edition of 

the Second Century Chronicle are 

due by January 24. All contributions 

are encouraged & welcome! 

 

Congratulations! 
 

These people have reached a  

milestone either in life or in marriage!  
 

January 2 - Clayton White 

January 21 - Pam Stoltzfus 

January 23 - Matthew Rhodes 

CHOW - January 6 
Meal begins at 6 pm with program for all ages      

beginning at 7 pm 

Meal: Koinonia Class 

Program: Shekinah Class 

 

The Shekinah class would like you to join them in 

viewing the PBS documentary “Poor Kids.” Showing 

how many American youth are food insecure.  Ven-

ture Club, Jr. MYF & MYF are welcome to join us for 

the video.  
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This year the children’s Christmas program was performed by God’s        

children, age four to, well, much more than four. The idea of including all   

ages of our church community was appealing so we added 15 adults to the 

cast. The result was a multi-generational version of the Christmas story  

ending with our own depiction of a living nativity. One East Union member 

said, “When I saw Sarena holding that real baby my eyes just welled up. 

That really hit home.” 
 

It was great to see so many different people working on this project            

together. Building the set, providing music, practicing their parts, and      

Sunday School teachers who helped herd our Friendly Beasts! 
 

It’s too daunting a task to try to thank everyone by name who was involved, 

but I do feel I should offer gratitude to Verna Zook for the initial idea,     

Lauralee Kauffman for sharing her beautiful nativity collection with us for 

inspiration, and Tammy for everything! To everyone else who participated 

in any way, a sincere thank you for helping to create a moving service. 

                    Submitted by Trent Yoder 

For unto us a 
child is born, unto 
us a Son is given.  
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The East Union Family  A Year in Review  2015 

On February 27 members of all ages from East Union 

joined the Doulos Sunday School class for a fun 

night of roller skating at the Wellman Skating rink.  

On January 14 East Union packaged a total of 37 

boxes to provide a total of 8000 meals to children 

in need through Kids Against Hunger. 

Vacation Bible School -  July 17 & 18 
Over a Friday and Saturday, East Union was transformed into 

SonSpark Labs where 40 children participating in Bible stories, 

crafts, games and songs! 

Mary Hochstetler 

Jeanette Yoder 

L. David Yoder 

Linda Wooldridge 

Splendid Senior Day - August 20 

On a beautiful August day, thirty-one East Union senior members enjoyed a 

day touring the rural countryside of Kalona, eating a good ole fashioned 

meal and  sharing memories of days gone by.  

 

October 4       

Celebration       

of God’s       

Continuing Call 

December 20 

Annual Christmas Program 

“A Living Nativity” 

In loving 

Memory 

After many months    

of prayer from the 

congregation and 

much work from our 

pastoral Search     

Committee, J. Joel 

Beachy was installed 

and licensed as East 

Union’s new pastor. 

 

On December 6  

we celebrated 

Pastor Firman’s 

upcoming     

transition into 

Retirement 
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    JANUARY  2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 
 

Joel & Catrina 

  Miiller ‘11 

2 
 

Dorothy Helmuth 

Clayton White 

3  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Linda Tones 

Victor & Megan 

  Gingerich ‘09 

 

4 

 
Iva Showalter 

Nick Santoro 
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Mennonite 

Women 

 
 

6 

 

 

Sarena Gerber 

 

CHOW 

7 
 

 

Jacob Geyer 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

10  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Lori Hochstetler 

Jerre & Tammi 

  Erb ‘81 

11 

 
 

12 

 

 

13 
 

 

Tim Yoder  

Sammie Higdon 

14 

 
 

Joe Fernau 

15 
 

 

Etta Graber 

16 
 

 

Elizabeth Rhodes 

17 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 
Annie Yoder 

18 
 

 

 

 

Dale Troyer 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
 

Laurie Droll 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

21 
 

 

Letha Yoder 

Pam Stoltzfus 

Tim Litwiller 

 

22 
 

 

23 

 

 

Matt Rhodes 

Dennis Miller 

Allie Guengerich 

24  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Caleb Yoder 

Derek & Nici 

  Bontrager ‘04 

25 

 

 

Nita Miller 

26 

 

Angela Beary 

Dale Miller 

Will Dehogues 

27 

 

Nora Dickel 

Barb Schlabach 

28 

 

 

29 
 

Michael Santoro 

Tucker Rhodes 

30 

 

Gladys Schlabaugh 

Frank Hochstetler 

Stacey Milani 

31       


