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Articles for the January edition of 

the Second Century Chronicle are 

due by December 20. All contribu-

tions are encouraged & welcome! 
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Our Advent-Christmas worship theme this year is, “Let it be known...A new day is dawning.” These 
words come from one of our Advent readings in Isaiah 12. This text acknowledges that Israel and God’s 
relationship had been strained. Seeing their relationship with God broken, Israel had known God’s 
wrath. Isaiah promises that God’s anger has now been refocused and God was soon coming to comfort 
Israel. Isaiah speaks of renewed faith and trust in verse 2, “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 
not be afraid, for the LORD God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.” 
 
Advent is the annual worship season where we prepare again to name ways that the birth of Jesus, God’s 
Son comes into our lives each year seeking to give renewed birth to hope and faith. As I think about 
current global tension and our fear of terrorism, Isaiah 12:2 sounds like a wonderful Advent confession 
for us to make. “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD God is my strength 
and my might; he has become my salvation.” 
 
Advent’s reminder of God’s bold move to save us in the birth of Jesus makes me sit and ponder again, 
how does my faith change if I understand how desperately God desires to be in relationship with me? 
How does our response to events around us change when we own with Isaiah that God is our salvation 
and in knowing that, we need not be afraid? 
 
As I think about our life, together Isaiah’s words and our Advent theme seem particularly helpful this 
year. “Let it be known...A new day is dawning.” 
 For East Union Mennonite Church yes a new day is dawning as you and your new Pastor, Joel 

Beachy move forward into the dawning new day that God is calling you toward. I’m convinced that 
God will use your partnership in the Gospel. 

 Our 24/7 connection to global events reminds us all of how scary life can be. I carry Isaiah’s words 
as a personal prayer for all of us that the Advent promise of renewed trust in God’s salvation and 
remembering God’s movement toward us in Jesus birth will help us all say; I will trust, and will not be 
afraid, for the LORD God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.” 

 
As we do our Advent preparations, remember again how God became our salvation in the birth of Jesus 
at Christmas. May we all be strengthened as we say, “I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD God is 
my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.” 
 
“Let it be known...A new day is dawning!” 
 
Firman Gingerich 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk   “Let it be known...A new day is dawning” 
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60 years ago: 1955 

December 4 -  Bro. and Sister Ephriam 

Hershberger wish to thank those who 

remembered them with anniversary 

cards and letters. 

December 25 - Any family desiring to 

have a European Mennonite girl in their 

home for the summer months beginning 

March 10 should fill out an application 

now. Blanks may be obtained from Leroy 

Miller, Area Counselor. 

 

50 years ago:  1965 

December 5 - The MYFers will meet 

with the Kalona MYF in the Community 

Room of the Farmers Savings Bank, 7:30 

pm Wednesday. Grace Wyse will show 

some of her pictures of Europe. 

December 19 - Members of the class 

being received by baptism this morning 

are: Gene Bontrager, Mary Fisher, Shirley 

Hershberger, Carolyn Miller, Gary Miller, 

Linda Plank, Diane Schlabaugh, Allen 

Schrock, Rodney Steckley, Franklin 

Yoder. May God bless each one as he 

serves his Lord. 

December 19 - Dale Rhodes and  

Charlene Yoder were married Saturday 

afternoon. Best wishes Dale and      

Charlene.  

 

 

40 years ago: 1975 

December 7 - The Council took 

action to have the back three    

benches, on both sides of the church, 

reserved for parents of small children. 

December 21 - A couple from our 

church has arranged for a Caribbean 

Mission Tour for our pastor and his 

wife. They will be on the tour from 

January 8-24 visiting the Dominican 

Republic, Guadalupe, and Haiti. 

 

30 years ago: 1985 

December 1 - Torchbearers meet 

Tuesday, December 3, 6:30 pm at the 

church. Bring your swimming trunks 

and money for a treat afterwards. We 

will return to the church at 9 o’clock. 

December 15 - Southeast Iowa 

Young Adults, you are invited to a 

Country Christmas at 6:45 pm on 

Dec 21 at East Union. (semi-formal) 

$5.00 covers meal and entertainment. 

A freewill offering is planned for a 

needy family. 

December 22 - MYF meet at the 

church at 7:00 this evening to go  

caroling. There will be a White     

Elephant Grab Bag at Ed and Anna 

Yoders. Each person is to bring a 

White Elephant gift for the grab bag.  

 

20 years ago: 1995 

December 10 - We would welcome  

anyone wishing to place a poinsettia in 

memory of a loved one in front of the 

church during the Christmas season 

the next two Sundays. These could be 

then claimed after New Year’s      

Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Cover from 

December 19, 1965 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

Guess Who? 

Photos taken from 1970’s  

East Union Church Directory 
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The global fair trade movement began with the founding of Ten Thousand Villages more than 60 
years ago through the visionary work of Edna Ruth Byler. Byler, the wife of a Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) administrator, traveled to Puerto Rico in 1946 where she was struck by the 
overwhelming poverty and was moved to action. She purchased the needlework from women 
artisans and sold it out of the trunk of her car to her friends and neighbors back in Pennsylvania. 
Byler ignited a global movement to eradicate poverty by providing economic opportunities for 
artisans in developing countries with a viable marketplace for their products through long-term, 
fair trading relationships. 
 
The company has grown to a network of more than 390 retail outlets throughout the U.S.       
Products include handmade gifts, home décor, jewelry, personal accessories, textiles, art, and 
sculptures representing the diverse cultures of over 130 artisan groups in 38 countries in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East. Product sales help pay for food, education, healthcare, 
and housing for artisans who would otherwise be unemployed or underemployed. Artisans use 
environmentally friendly processes, sustainable natural resources, and recycled materials to  
ensure each product offered has been crafted responsibly. Ten Thousand Villages is a partner of 
MCC. 
 

Ten Thousand Villages, Iowa City has two holiday pop-up stores through December to help       
artisans in developing countries earn a fair wage, be treated with dignity and respect, and be able 
to live a life of quality. You’re invited to join in this vision. 
·     112 E Washington St., Iowa City Mon-Fri 11-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-4 
·     720 14th St., Kalona (Schlabaugh & Sons Woodworking)   Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-3 

  

For more information or to volunteer in the pop-up store, contact (and follow) at:    

 iowacity@tenthousandvillages.com  

 www.tenthousandvillages.com/iowacity  

 facebook.com/tenthousandvillagesiowacity 

Always handmade. 

Always fair trade. 
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My name is Judy 

Showalter and I have 

lived in Kalona for 17 

years and have attended 

East Union for over 35 

years. I grew up on a  

century farm near West 

Chester where my       

parents still live today. I 

have two sisters (one is 

my identical twin who is 

11 minutes older than me) and an older brother. I have 

three children, Annie, Chad and Joshua who are all     

married and I have 5 grandchildren, 2 boys and 3 girls, 

ranging in age from 6 years to 2 weeks. My eight year old 

Weimaraner loves to go on walks on trails around the  

area. I have my insurance license and have worked in an 

insurance office since graduating from Kirkwood and 

have been with my current employer for almost 30 years. 

 In my spare time, I love going to Grand Junction, 

Colorado, Kansas City, M O, and Iowa City to see those 

grandkids. When I am not traveling and playing with 

grandkids, I love to work in my yard. I love gardening, 

both flowers and vegetables, and believe it or not I love 

mowing the lawn. 

 My favorite thing about East Union is the people. 

They have been very loving and supportive of my family. 

I have always enjoyed the small groups that I have had 

the privilege or participating in, especially the one when 

my children were young and the current women’s group 

that I am in now. 

 My favorite childhood memories would have to 

be our family vacations. We would go someplace every 

summer. It was usually to an Aunt and Uncles house to 

see cousins. Some of the places were Dallas Texas, Seattle 

Washington, was there for the World’s Fair, and I even 

had an Aunt and Uncle wo owed a resort in Okoboji. That 

was always a fun vacation, learning how to water ski and 

hanging out at Arnold’s Park. 

 If I could travel anywhere in the world, I think I 

would pick the Holy Land. I would love to see all the  

biblical landmarks. Susan B. Anthony is the person that I 

would love to spend 15 minutes with. I would love to hear 

her speak on the subject of human rights in regards to 

slavery, and the promotion of women’s and worker’s 

rights.  

 My mother is my biggest inspiration. She was a 

true role model for me as a mother, friend, and grand-

mother to my children. 

Hi, I’m Avery Blauvelt.   
I am the 16  year old    
daughter of Kim & Andy 
Blauvelt. I am a very    
active person, whether it 
being sports or just every-
day  busyness. If you 
don’t know me, I love 
softball. During the fall 
Sundays if you don’t see 
me, that’s more than   
likely where I’ll be. 
 
 
“What do you like best about East Union?”  
I like that people care when you aren’t there. When 
I’m gone for softball on a Sunday, people ask how the 
event was. Or I get asked how school, softball and 
other activities are going. 
 
“What do you want to be when you grow up?”   
What I want to be when I grow up is either like a 
nurse aid/associate or go into physical training. My 
other option is a Business Manager. 
 
“What is your favorite thing to do with your       
family?”   I like to go to sporting events with them, 
whether it be Iowa football games, my sporting 
events or my siblings. To be cheering on our teams 
on in the heat or the snow...it’s always a great time. 
 
“Where do you go to school? And what is your    
favorite subject”   
I’m a sophomore at Iowa Mennonite School. My    
favorite subject is history because I understand it and 
am good at it. 
 
“What’s your favorite color?”   
Blue & purple. 
 
“What are 3 words that best describe you?”  
Outgoing. Athletic. Funny.  
 
“Where is the farthest you’ve traveled?”   
The farthest that I have gone is the Florida key wests. 
I was little so I don’t remember it though. I have also 
been to the coast of California, so I have been to both 
coasts. 
 

 

 Who’s in the Pew Next to You? 
This month we are getting to know Judy Showalter and  

Avery Blauvelt, 16 year old daughter of Andy & Kim 
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 This year we have a vibrant group of 15         
attending the Jr. MYF (grades 6-8). We have been 
meeting twice a month, and plan to do so throughout 
the year. Following are some of the activities we have 
done in the past with this group: bible devotionals, 
sword drills, service projects (including ditch clean up, 
leaf raking, Feed the Hungry, etc.), crafts, hayride,     
college care packages, church member interviews, 
scavenger hunt, and movie night. Two of our biggest 
events include WinterFest at Crooked Creek in January 
and going to a Kernal’s game in the summer. In the past 
we have had a variety of fundraisers to help fund this 
ministry of the youth. On Sunday, December 6th we 
will be  having a potato bar following church in the   
fellowship hall. The money raised from this event will 
help with the registration costs for WinterFest 2016. 
The kids had a blast last winter getting to know each 
other and the youth around the area and digging into 
God’s Word. One of the best parts was being             
technology-free and being able to have fun without it! 
Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for this 
meal. Thank you in advance for your support! 

J r.  M YF News  
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Kids Against Hunger will be the activity for the first CHOW in        
January, planned by the Berean Class. Youth and adults can participate 
in     assembly lines making packets of dehydrated food which will be 
used to reduce the number of hungry children in the USA and to feed   
starving children throughout the world. Meals are shipped to starving 
children and their families in over 60 countries through partnerships 
with humanitarian organizations worldwide. 
 
25 cents pays for a meal; $450 pays for the 1800 meals usually packed 
in one hour in our line. We plan to have 3 or 4 lines. Ellis and Marcia 
Miller, the local representatives who will supervise the packaging, say 
that the need is particularly great this year with all the refugees in the 
world. As soon as a pallet is full, there is a place waiting for it! 
 
To cover the costs of the  meals we will pack at CHOW, we will have 
baskets at the back of the church for donations beginning Sunday,  
December 13 and also December 20, 27, and January 3. Please consid-
er a donation and attending CHOW on January 6 to help pack the 
meals. 

CHOW 

January  

2016 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - December  1 

The person 

attempting to 

travel two roads 

at once will get 

nowhere. 

Matthew          

7:13-14 

“Scripture is a         

God-breathed work    

of creativity.”   

Scripture:  

Psalm 117 
 

Devotional Leader:  

Grace Rempel 
 

Project: Cash for Central 

Plains Mennonite Women 
 

Sack Lunch 

Sunday, December 20 

Christmas Eve Service  7 pm 
 

Plan ahead for Christmas Eve! East Union’s tradition has been a 10:30 or 
11:00 Christmas Eve service of Lessons and Carols. With many young fami-
lies in our church, as well as older people who prefer not to be up late, we 
have decided to try a 7 pm service this year and see how it goes. The format 
will be the same as previous years, with Scripture readings and carols. 
 
We invite you all to attend December 24 at 7 pm. Bring friends and family, 
and remember what Christmas is all about! 

Sunday, December 6 

Jr. MYF Fundraiser  

EU Tidbits 
 If you are interested in helping 

with the MCC Canning the sign 
up sheet is on the bulletin 
board in the foyer.  Questions? 
See Don & Verna Zook 

 

 If you would like to send  
Christmas cards/greetings to 
those in voluntary service: 

 
Gretchen Geyer,                                 
c/o Comite Central Menonita Casilla 
213 Santa Cruz, Bolivia 
 
Jen & Kerry Saner-Harvey,           
4/10 Iqbal Rd, Mohammadpur,  
Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Mennonite 

Women 
 

 

Chad Miller 

2 

 

Declyn Yoder 

Evelyn Yoder 

Aimee Moberly 

 

 

Choir practice 7 pm 

3 

 

Elvesta 

   Hochstedler 

Gerald & Kathy 

   Yoder ‘66 

 

 

 

4 

 

Nathan Stoddard 

Isaac Beachy 
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Tom Bailey 

Melanie  

   Schweitzer 

Rebecca Rhodes 

6  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Jr. MYF    

Fundraising 

Meal 
 

7 

 
 

Firman Gingerich 

Susan Gingerich 

8 
 

 
Carroll Copeland 

 

 

9 

 

 

Edna Yoder 

 

 

 

Choir practice 7pm 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

Donna Martinez 

Kathy Schlabach 

Ben Miller 

12 

 

 

Jack Miller  

Ed Yoder 

Eli Miller 

Conner Moberly 

13  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

14 

 
John Beachy 

15 

 

Clint Gingerich 

Collin Miller 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

16 
 

 

Maynard Gingerich 

Lydia Erb 

Tom Meyers 

 

Choir practice 7pm 

17 

 
 

James Yoder 

Megan Gingerich 

18 
 

Kellen Bontrager 

Adrianne Blauvelt 

Dale & Charlene 

   Rhodes ‘65 

Garylord & Shirley 

   Yoder ‘71 

19 
 

 

Randy Rempel 

 

20 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Christmas  

Program 
 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Yoder 

22 
 

 

 

Jessica Erb 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir practice 7pm 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

Service 7 pm 

25 
 

 

26 

 

 

Will Miller 

 

27  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

(no Sunday School) 

Claire Miller 

Tamera Erb 

Joe & Donna 

   Martinez ‘88 

28 

 

 

29 

 

 

Gene & Judy 

   Bontrager ‘69 

30 

 

Tammy Yoder 

Gretta Rempel 

James & Ruth 

   Boller ‘67 

31 

 

Tom Miller 

Jace & Kendra 

   Bailey ‘03 

Tim & Katie 

   Yoder ‘04 

  

 

    DECEMBER  2015 
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