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Here are my top 10 Appreciations from “On the Way: En el Camino” Mennonite Church USA 
Convention. 

1. Delegate table process: Nine of us from different conferences with many different thoughts 
and opinions. But through trust building we could share honestly and willingly listen, disagree 
and still respect each other’s opinions. 

2. Variety of seminars: Attending interesting learning seminars including “The Challenge for the 
Mennonite Church after Ferguson”, “The Stones Cry Out: The Story of Palestinian         
Christians”, “The Church and Climate Change” and “Testimonies from the Trail of Death: 
Pilgrimage of Remembrance, Lament and Transformation.” 

3. Reconnecting with former East Unionites, including Lonnie & Theresa Yoder, Jodi 
Hochstedler-Beyerler, Katie Hochstedler, Gene  & Louise Troyer, Roger & Sonia Stauffer 
Kurtz, and LeAnn Zook. 

4. Worshipping with thousands of people: Engaging speakers such as Patricia Shelly and Shane 
Claiborne, singing a variety of wonderful music, fun videos and skits resulting in exciting      
audience. 

5. Building relationships with new people: While attending seminars, between delegate sessions, 
while eating meals, and when walking around the exhibit hall. 

6. Engaging in the larger Mennonite USA community and work of the church. 

7. Prayers: Receiving colorful notes of prayer for each delegate from the children at convention. 

8. Hanging out: Spending time with cousins, nephew, Goshen College alumni and friends and 
fellow EU Delegates. 

9. Entertainment: Including Ted and Company performance of “Listening for Grace”, Film   
Festival including “Beasts of the Southern Wild and “Five Times Harder” music. 

10. Free Menno Coffee at the Goshen College booth during delegate afternoon breaks - saved me! 

 

Thanks for selecting me as one of the EU delegates!  

My Top 10 from Convention  by Janet Geyer 
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  On June 29th our small, but mighty, MYF left for Kansas City. Not 

before our quick selfie pic that we posted 

on the East Union Facebook page though. 

The next day since we had some time to 

burn, and a tradition to uphold, we visited 

the Kansas City Royals baseball stadium. 

The evening convention started out with a bang with the worship   

service and music. After that the Exhibition Hall opened. Exhibition 

Hall is where all the free stuff (t-shirts) are given out by the Mennonite 

colleges and a few other booths. After that crazy night, things calmed 

down a bit throughout the week. Exhibition Hall kept us busy with 

activities including: photo booth, trivia games, and of course FREE 

iced and warm, but who are we kidding, ICED coffee was given out! 

Every day at 3:00 the line would form for the coffee that kept our   

energy up for the rest of the day. Not to mention it saved a trip to 

Starbucks. When I would get bored I could just walk to the next room 

and be in the Recreation Hall. That room was packed with games    

including: basketball, soccer, pickle ball, badminton, gaga ball, ping 

pong, etc. 

We were required to go to 6 seminars and a Ted and Company skit. I 

went to 5 seminars, the Ted and Company show (“Listening for 

Grace”) and Contra dancing. So I fulfilled my duties. My favorite    

seminar I went to, slightly hard to pick though, was a seminar about 

David and Goliath given by a man named Dustin. It was an amazing 

seminar. Dustin is a phenominal speaker and made the story of David 

and Goliath come alive. He also made it so that we can apply it to our 

lives and find the Giants in our lives. One quote I found noteworthy 

was “Giant focused then You stumble. God focused then Giants     

tumble.” That was something that I thought I could definitely apply to 

my life and think about as well. 

Although there is more than I can tell, I wouldn't want to give away all 

of everything we did especially since we still get to talk about it in 

church soon. 

 Until then,    Jenna 

 

MCUSA Convention 2015 

Reflections from East Union’s MYF 

Touring the Kansas City Royals Stadium. 

Waiting for them to fix the third     

consecutive ride that shut down right 

when we got to the front of the line 

after waiting over 30 minutes each 

time! 

FRONT ROW seats at Friday morning worship! 

    I think convention is an awesome experience to be able to go to and be a part of! Seeing every-

one there worshiping and growing together in our faith journey was definitely an experience! I 

loved getting to meet new people ;) and hearing all the different speakers was really good. I really       

enjoyed myself at convention this year and I want to thank you all for helping us be able to go. 

And can’t wait for #orlando2017!    Avery 
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My name is Kristi 
Miiller. I am       
married to Jon 
Miiller and have two 
children, Beckett (4) 
and Eloise (2). I 
work for Grant 
Wood AEA as a  
Behavioral Consult-
ant, helping school 
teams develop be-
havior plans for  
special education 
students. I grew up 
in Wayland, was a 
member of Sugar 
Creek Mennonite 
Church until attend-
ing Hesston College 
and then Eastern 
Mennonite    Univer-
sity and eventually 
ended up in Kalona 
after marrying Jon. 
 

“What is your favorite thing about East Union?”   
I love the people at East Union. From the first Sunday I  
visited as Jon’s girlfriend, I have been surprised by the   
welcomes, genuine interest, and appreciation people have 
shown. 
 

“What do you like to do in your spare time?”   

Between work and taking care of a 2 and 4 year old, I don’t 

have a lot of spare time. When I’m not at work, playing 

with kids, or finishing up work/email in the evening, I’m 

usually doing laundry, cleaning up, or making meals. I 

have hobbies I dream about having more time for some 

day. I love to sew, read, and garden. 
 

“What is one thing most people wouldn’t know about 

you?” I’m a farm girl. I grew up chasing turkeys and 

walking corn fields. My parents had 3 girls and expected us 

to help out on the farm just as they would if we had been 

boys. I love being outside and don’t mind getting my hands 

dirty. 
 

“Besides Jesus, if you could meet anyone from the Bible 

who would it be and what would you ask them?” 

I would love to have a good long conversation with Paul. 

I’d like to ask him about a lot of things, but my first       

question would be, “How do you discern God’s voice?”  
 
 

“What is the funniest thing you did as a child that your 

family still talks about today?”  I’m really clumsy. My 

family loves to tell stories about all the times I’ve tripped, 

fallen down, or broken something. I once fell down a flight 

of stairs (breaking my toe) on stage in a High School      

musical while wearing a prom dress, with 30 cast members 

also on stage waiting for me to deliver my line. To this day, 

my biggest concern on a Sunday morning is tripping on 

my way up to lead music. 
 

Hi, I’m Grace Miller. My   
parents are Emily and Will 
Miller, and I have two   
younger sisters, Audrey and 
Claire. I am 11 years old and I 
have lived in the same house 
in Kalona my whole life. I am 
involved in dance, volleyball, 
and softball, and I also started 
playing the clarinet this year. 
I always like having a good 
time, so you might find me 
joking around with my 
friends and family. 
 

“What do you like best about East Union?”  
I like all of the nice people. 
 

“Who is your hero and why?”   
My best friend, Lola. She   always tells me not to give up. 
 
“What do you want to be when you grow up?”   
A fashion designer 
 

“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?”    
I like to go to Yotty’s ice cream shop. 
 

“Where do you go to school and what is your favorite 
subject?”  I will be a sixth grader at Mid-Prairie Middle 
School this fall. My favorite subject is reading. 
 

“What is your favorite restaurant and what do you order 
most there?”   
I like to order lobster and crab at Red Lobster.  
 

What is one of your favorite talents? Dancing 
 

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been? What did 
you like most about it?”   
I’ve been to Alaska, but I don’t remember it. My parents 
took me there when I was six months old. 
 

“What is your favorite color?” Neon green 
 

“What are the three words that best describe you?”  
Creative, Funny, Kind 

 Who’s in the Pew Next to You? 
This month we are getting to know Kristi Miiller and  

Grace Miller, 11 year old daughter of Will & Emily 



 

4 

    Starting August 17th I will travel to Bolivia where I will be doing voluntary 
service for the year. I am working for Mennonite Central Committee’s Serving 
and Learning Together (SALT) program. I will contribute towards the various 
needs at the two Comedors (child nutrition centers) of the Social Center of 
the San Jose Parish of the Catholic Church. I will give basic level nutrition in-
formation to children, cook in the kitchen and provide vocational training for 
women on the weekends. This couldn’t be a more perfect position for me be-
cause I am very passionate about food security and know I will learn a lot 
from this community. 

 

I will be living with a host family who is connected with the  parish. I am very 
excited about this opportunity to learn a lot about the culture and also great-
ly improve my Spanish, as my host family will not speak any English. I will 
also largely improve my Spanish in the first month when I take Spanish cours-
es with the three other SALTers. These SALTers coincidentally include two 
young men who recently graduated from IMS, Michael Darby and Nicholas 

Yoder. There are a lot of unknowns about the next year 
which is exciting and scary all at the same time! 

 

   I greatly appreciate all your thoughts thus far and would 
welcome your continued prayers in the   coming year. I would 
also love to hear from ya’ l l  v ia  email 
(gretchenegeyer@gmail.com). I will also have a blog at 
https://gretchenegeyer.wordpress.com/ if you would like to 

follow my travels more closely!       ~ Gretchen 

 

Gretchen Geyer traveling to            

Bolivia with the SALT program 

 During the month of August, E.U. Mennonite Women are asking for your help to purchase school       

supplies for overseas children. Donations can be given to Mennonite Women if this would be  easier for you and 

we can purchase supplies. Please give donations to Loretta Kauffman, Dorothea Moberly or Linda Wooldridge. 

Please bring supplies and place them on the table in the foyer. These will later be assembled into bags.  

 4 spiral or perforated notebooks  
     (8 1/2 x 11 inches and 70 pages) 
 8 #2 unsharpened pencils 
 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating 
             both 30 cm & 12 in markings) 
 1 large pencil eraser 
 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - August 4 
A handful of 

patience is 

worth more 

than a 

bushel of 

brains. 

Practicing Presence: 
 

in Rejoicing 

 
 

 

 

Scripture:  

Luke 15:8-10; Luke 1:57-58; 

   I Corinthians 12:26 
 

Devotional Leader:  

Dorothea Moberly 
 

Project: School kits/church wide 
 

Salad Luncheon 

Senior Citizen’s Dinner  

August 12  

11:45 am 

August 2 

Celebrating Communion     

during worship Service 

Kalona Mennonite  

Banquet Hall 

All Senior Citizens Welcome! 
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A grey head is                                                                                                               

a crown                   

of glory;                   

It is found in        

the way of        

righteousness.                                                         

Proverbs 16:31 

 

  On Thursday, August 20th, East Union will be celebrating 

those from our congregation, and their spouses, who are 75 
years of  age and older. We will be touring the community and 
stopping by one-room country school houses, fellowshipping 
together, enjoying a family style lunch and home made ice 

cream, and watching the program: “Remember When”.  

 

  If  you received an invitation, be sure to RSVP by returning 

the form to the box marked “Splendid  Seniors” in the foyer or 
by emailing or calling the office. There is no cost for this event, 

so be sure to register today!  

 

   Are you ready for a fun filled weekend? Camp East Union will be     
taking place at the end of  August and we would love for you to join us! 
 

Where: East Union picnic shelter, green space, and fellowship hall 

When: Saturday, August 29 and Sunday, August 30 

Fun Plans: Join us for any/all of these events? 

 Saturday 

4:00 or later - Set up your tent/camper in the church yard and plan to        

spend the night. 

5:30 - Pizza supper at the picnic shelter. Will include a super secret dessert 

that you won’t want to miss. (Hint: the featured book of the Bible for this   

dessert is 2nd Chronicles) 

6:30 - Outside games for all ages 

8:00 - Outdoor movie with popcorn 

10:00ish - Smores around the campfire. 

 Sunday 

10:00 - Outdoor church service. Please bring lawn chairs. 

11:30 - Lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

  We had a great time last year and look forward to another enjoyable week-
end together. Please don’t forget to invite your friends and neighbors too -   
the more the merrier! 
 
  Any questions about the weekend can be directed to Firman Gingerich,          
Larry Detweiler, Steve Groenewold, Lisa Schmidt or Renae Miller 

Camp East Union 

2014 
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Vacation Bible School 
BIG thanks go out to everyone who gave of their time and talents to Bible School 
this year. On Friday and Saturday, July 17 & 19, East Union was transformed  
into SonSpark Labs where kids studied the equation GP4U=J (God’s Plan for 
You = Jesus)! 
 
The 40 kids who attended learned about God’s Plan for their lives in a variety of 
ways. Favorites included twice daily productions of the SonSpark Labs show 
where Professor Petri and his lab assistant Drew used volunteers from the 
“studio audience” to help them demonstrate some of the principles being taught 
in the classrooms, energetic songs and actions with music director Kristi Miiller, 
and a presentation of “Experiments with Larry” (Detweiler) who treated us all 
to a series of fascinating experiments. Ask the kids about the magnetically      
accelerated ball used to symbolize how one kind action builds on another to 
start a chain reaction of growing compassion! 
 
Another SonSpark principle was transformation. With our mission project,    
Operation Backpack, we hoped to help transform the lives of food-insecure    
elementary students in our own community. Each Friday during the school 
year, these children are discreetly provided with a backpack full of food they 
can prepare themselves to eat over the weekend. $200 fills one backpack for a 
year, and we were able to raise $697.49 during offerings taken during Bible 
School and the Sunday program. 
 
Even though VBS was held on two of the hottest days so far this summer, it was 
still the coolest place to be in Kalona.   Tammy Yoder, VBS Committee 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
 

George Miller 

2   Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

James Erb 

Chase & Angie 

  Gingerich ‘08 

3 

 
 

Gabriel Krabill 

Nolan Gerber 

Jill Lundberg 

4 

Mennonite  

Women 

 

Paul Miller 

 

5 
 

Max Yoder 

Doug & Jill  

  Moberly ‘00 

Ashlee & Derek 

  Whittington ‘06 

6 
 

 

Nelson Miller 

Jill Hemachandra 

Jeff & Carol 

  Boller ‘94 

7 

 

 

Marjohn Monemi 

8 

 

 

 

9   Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Carol Gingerich 

Jada Dachtler 

10 

 
Jerry Miller 

Steven Rhodes 

Frank & Yvonne 

  Nixon ‘91 

11 

 

 

 

12 
 

Senior Citizen 

Dinner at Kalona 

Mennonite  11:45 

 

13 

 
 

Matthew & Tamar 

  Rhodes ‘05 

14 

 
 

Marvin Slabaugh 

 

 

15 
 

 

Steve & Kara 

  Groenewold ‘98 

 

 

16  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Madison Higdon 

Libby Miller 

 

17 
 

 

Landon Slabaugh 

Marlin Brenneman 

Ben & Monica 

  Miller ‘02 

18 
Wanda Yoder 

Denny & Becky 

  Yoder ‘73 

 

Church Council 

Mtg 7 pm 

19 
 

 

20 
 

Celebrating our 

Splendid  

Seniors  

21 
 

 

22 

 

 

23  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Bob Moberly 

Lola Faye Erb-Yoder 

24 

 

25 
 

Jill Hartsock 

Bob & Dorothea 

  Moberly ‘62 

26 

 

Loren & Elvesta 

  Hochstedler ‘72 

Sheldon & Letha 

  Yoder ‘72 

27 

 

 

28 

 

Andy Blauvelt 

29 

 

 

Camp 

East Union 

30  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Camp East Union 

 

Wilma Copeland 

Jacob Moberly 

31 

 

 

 

Larry Detweiler 
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