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What happened at Central Plains Mennonite Conference?
The 15th Annual Meeting of Central Plains Mennonite Conference (CPC) was held June 1821 at The Woodland Hills Church, St. Paul. MN.
The theme for the weekend was “Joyfully Following Jesus: Communities Centered in
Christ.” The back drop for the Delegate Work Sessions was worship time with Dr. Greg Boyd.
Greg is the co-founder of Woodland Hills Church in St. Paul where he serves as Senior Pastor.
He is an internationally recognized theologian and author who has authored or co-authored 18
books and numerous academic articles, including his best-selling and award-winning Letters
From a Skeptic and his recent books Repenting of Religion and The Myth of a Christian Nation. He
talked to us about what the Kingdom should look like. He said we should look like, serve like
and love like Jesus. He encouraged us to celebrate the Kingdom.
The work of the conference centered on hearing about the various ministries serving the
congregations of our conference. We celebrated it having been the 4th year in a row the
conference has finished the financial year in the black.
A New Covenant for CPC was shared about. The booklet, Being God’s Faithful Community,
by Tim Detweiler was introduced. It is a 4 session study which will help us together process the
Covenant and how to implement it in our church. We are encouraged to study it together as a
congregation.
The conference has a Conflict Management Support Team consisting of four professional
persons with expertise to lead seminars for groups or congregations to improve communication
skills. This group shared their story and led us through several examples of work they can do
for us.
Also available at this conference was an opportunity to participate in seminars and learning
groups. Take the time to ask an attendee about their experience and learnings. Attendees were
Firman and Susan Gingerich, Bruce and Karen Harvey, Nelson and Mary Miller and Elvesta
Hochstedler.
We were encouraged to consider the work Dave Boshart, Tim Detweiler, and Shana Peachy
Boshart are doing for our conference as being innovative and healing. They are doing much to
work to sustain our congregations and to enable our conference’s ministry of healing and hope.
Two of Greg Boyd’s sermons are available to listen to on the Central Plains Mennonite
Conference Website. Go to http://www.centralplainsmc.org/annual-meeting-2015.html and
look for the sermons listed there.
Submitted by Elvesta Hochstedler
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the August edition of
the Second Century Chronicle are
due by July 19th. All contributions
are encouraged & welcome!

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
40 years ago: 1975
July 6 - J. John J. and Mabel Miller are
worshiping with the Des Moines
Mennonite Church Fellowship this
morning. John is representing District
Conference at the installation service of
Keith Schrag as pastor.
July 20 - Church Council Notes: Council
approved a proposal of initiating a
program of ministries and gifts with the
objective of involving more members in
the work of the church. This will be for a
one year trial.

60 years ago: 1955
July 3 - Wednesday evening 7:45 - Prayer
and Bible Study. We are beginning a study of
the Seven Churches in Asia, using the book
of Revelation for a text.
July 10 - There will be canning at the church
Tuesday. Can you come and help? If you
have apples or apricots that you can spare,
please bring them along. Cabbage for sauerkraut will also be appreciated.
July 24 - Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schrock
welcomed twins into their home July 21.
They will answer to the names of Alice Dee
and Dallas Lee.

50 years ago: 1965
July 4 - Anyone wishing to have MYF in
their home this coming year, please sign the
paper on the bulletin board at the back of
the room.
July 11 - MYFers meet at the church
Wednesday evening at 7 o’clock reroute to
Washington to play miniature golf.
Fellowship will follow at Chancy Litwillers.
July 25 - The Busy Bees will meet
Wednesday at 2 pm at East Union. We will
go to the Washington Park for supper. Bring
your bathing suits. If you plan to go notify
Barbara Schlabach by Monday evening.

30 years ago: 1985

Bulletin cover for July 16, 1995

July 14 - This weekend the MYF are at
their annual campout at Spring Valley
Camp near Muscatine.
July 28 - A letter from Marvin and Neta
Faye Yoder has been posted. They have
recently returned to Japan following a
one year North American assignment.

20 years ago: 1995
July 9 - IMS will celebrate it’s 50th
anniversary the weekend of July 13-16,
with most events taking place on the IMS
grounds. All are invited to take in the
festivities, including a showing of “Trees
of the Wood” (a multi-media presentation of the school) Thursday, July 13 at
7:30 pm at Lower Deer Creek Mennonite
Church; a 5K Fun Run/Walk on Saturday,
July 15 at 8 am; an art show featuring
alumni, faculty and former factuly works;
and a mass choir production on Sunday,
July 16 at 2 pm at IMS, which will feature
six present and former music instructors.

Guess Who?

July 16 - We welcome Marvin and
Rachel Yoder to our service today.
Marvin is form Goshen, Indiana and
taught at IMS from 1966 to 1969.
Photos taken from 1970’s
East Union Church Directory
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Cindy Dickel and
Raeghan Seward, 3 1/2 year old daughter of Jed & Kailee
My name is Cindy Dickel.
I grew up in Indianapolis
and am the youngest of
three girls. IN 1967 I met
Keith Dickel while he was
doing his IW service at
General Hospital in Indianapolis and we were married at First Mennonite in
Indianapolis on May 10th,
1969. We have 3 children,
Stacey, Brian and Melissa
and 12 grandchildren: Isabella 16, Sydney 15, David
14, Samantha 13, Emma 12,
Ariana 12, Abby 9, Ashland 8, Lila Kate 5, Reyna 5 and Keilah 2.

Hi, I’m Raeghan Lynn Seward and I am 3! I will be 4 on
“nineteen - September!” I live in Kalona with my
Mommy, Daddy and little sister, Emmie! I love to play
dress up, sing and dance, color, and play outside! I just
figured out how to write some letters and numbers so I
am always asking Mommy and Daddy to write stuff
down so I can trace it! I take dance classes at DDC in
Kalona, and I do Tumble Tots at the Y in Wellman! I am
very shy, so at church you might not get too many words
out of me and you won’t see me singing at the front of
the church with the Children’s Choir! :) But at home I am
a very energetic and outgoing little girl!

“What is your
favorite
thing
about church?”
Singing
and
going to Sunday
School! I love
painting
in
Sunday School.

“What are 3 words that best describe you?”
It probably would depend on who you might ask and
what time of day! So I asked one of my daughters to describe me and this is what she came up with :
Fun Loving - Compassionate - and Sees beauty.

“What is your
favorite thing to
do with your
mommy
&
daddy?”
I love when I get
to go on date
night
with
mommy
&
daddy! We do different things - usually I get to decide!
I love spending time with just mommy & daddy!

“If you could visit anywhere in the world where would
it be and why?”
That is a hard one...so many places. First I would love to
visit all 50 states. The U.S. is so beautiful and varied. Secondly, Puerto Rico - mainly because my husband went
there before we were married and the slides he brought
back were so beautiful...would love to see it for myself.
“What do you do in your spare time?” No big surprise
that I love to paint pictures. I am a big reader also and try
to read at least one book a week. I like to garden and do
any type of work outdoors.

“What is your favorite TV show?”
Mickey Mouse, Doc McStuffins, or Paw Patrol!
“What is your favorite song?” I am always singing! I
like to sing ‘Let it Go’, ‘ Jesus Loves Me’, ‘The Wheels
on the Bus’, or ‘Old McDonald’.

“Who has inspired you the most during your lifetime
and why?”
I would have to say my husband, Keith. He is a man of
integrity. His word is his word. I also love to laugh and he
makes me do that.

“What do you take to bed with you at night?”
My blanket! I’ve had it since I was a baby! I never sleep
without it!
“What do you like most about your grandma & grandpa?” I love all of my Grandma & Grandpas! I’m so
lucky I have 8 grandparents, 9 great grandparents, and
1 great-great grandma! I love having slumber parties at
their house, or playing outside on my bike! Some of my
grandparents live in Arizona and I like to visit and
swim in their pool!

“Besides Jesus, if you could meet anyone from the Bible,
who would it be and what would you ask them”?
I would like to meet Mary, Jesus’ mother. I would like to
know how it felt to be his mother and to find out what
type of child Jesus was growing up. Except for when he
was born, and when he was 12 in the Temple and then
started his ministry...we know so little about him. I would
find that most interesting.
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SonSpark Labs comes to East Union!
Fusion, fission, and chemical
reactions! At SonSpark Labs,
explorers of all ages will find their
imaginations spark to life as they
research answers to universal
questions such as: “Who made the
world and who made me?”, “What
happens when I do wrong things?”,
“What is God like?”, “Why did Jesus
have to die?”, and “So...what do I do
now?” We will delve into the
shadows of the ancient past, explore
scientific wonders of the present and
even search beyond - to an infinite
future! The fun begins as you step
into this astonishing world of God’s
plan for the people of His planet!

Vacation Bible School 2015


July 17 & 18 from 9 am - 4 pm



July 19 program during service



Open to kids who have completed
preschool thru grade 6

Each session focuses on one aspect
of God’s Plan for You = Jesus!, or
GP4U=J!, as revealed through God’s
Word. Young scientists will participate in experiments and hands-on
activities that help them get to know
Jesus and God’s plan for salvation.

Adult volunteers are still needed
in many different areas to help
create a memorable experience
for our kids. PLEASE check the
sign-up lists in the foyer and see
how you can help!

To sign up, visit the East Union
website at eastunionmennonite.org
and click on “Vacation Bible School”
under the “Ministries” tab. We hope
to see you there!

Children enjoying VBS 2014
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Gratitude

Mennonite Women Meeting - July 7
Practicing Presence:
In Transition

Scripture:
Ruth 1 : 11-22

should be a
continuous
attitude.

Devotional Leader:
Karen Harvey
Project: Cash for Sewing Kits

Sack Lunch

During the months of July and August, E.U. Mennonite Women are asking for your help to
purchase school supplies for overseas children. Donations can be given to Mennonite Women if this
would be easier for you and we can purchase supplies. Please give donations to Loretta Kauffman,
Dorothea Moberly or Linda Wooldridge.
Please bring supplies and place them on the table in the foyer mid-July thru the month of August.
These will later be assembled into bags.







4 spiral or perforated notebooks
(8 1/2 x 11 inches and 70 pages)
8 #2 unsharpened pencils
1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating
both 30 cm & 12 in markings)
1 large pencil eraser
12 colored pencils (in packaging)
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JuLY 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

Mennonite Church USA Convention in Kansas City, MO Jun 30 - Jul 5
Jeff Yoder
Donavon Yoder
Dick & Jane YoderShort ‘78
Jon & Kristi
Miiller ‘06

5

Morning

6

Worship 9:30am

Marvin Rempel

Halid Saner-Harvey

7
8
Mennonite
Women
Paulette
Owen Higdon
Kyle & Allison
Troyer ‘12

12

Morning

13

Worship 9:30am

Cindy Dickel
Macy Yoder
Luke Yoder

Guest Preacher
Evelyn Gerber
John & Sheila
Niemeyer ‘97

19

Morning

20

10

Hershberger
Kenna Schrock

Emma Jean
Schrock
Olivia Dachtler

Alvin Miller
Eve Yoder

15

16

17

21

11

18

Vacation Bible School 9 am - 4 pm
Sandy Schlabaugh
Randy & Jill
Miller ‘06

22

Renae Miller
Lynford & Ami
Knepp ‘94
Jed & Kailee
Seward ‘10

Chad & Annika
Miller ‘93

Carey Miller

23

24

25

Julia Boller
Carolyn Detweiler
LilaKate Milani
Sandi Landers
Joe & Carrie
Rhodes
Schmidt ‘00
Chuck & Jan
Yoder ‘07
Jill & Thushan
Hemachandra ‘12

Deb Miller
Ava Miller
Herb & Kathy
Miller ‘83
Kara & Dominic
Porter ‘11

Judy Yoder
Beth
Swartzendruber
Ed Hershberger
Randy Miller

Wedding Shower
for Collin Gingerich
& Charity Springer
9:30 a.m.

27

28

29

30

31

Dale Rhodes

Gaylord Yoder

Jacob & Hanah
Geyer ‘12

Justin Boller
Harold Blosser

Allison Troyer
Matt Miller

Greg Yoder

Morning

9

Church Council
Mtg 7pm

Worship 9:30am

26

14

Jane Miller

Worship 9:30am
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