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Articles for the March edition of the 

Second Century Chronicle are due 

by February 22nd. All    contribu-

tions are encouraged   & welcome! 
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“Upside down and inside out”   by Firman Gingerich 

       This year our Lenten Worship theme “Upside down and inside out,” calls us to be honest 
about where our lives seem to be turned upside down and inside out. We began with a reminder of 
ways God has sought to be in covenant relationship with us throughout the Biblical story and into 
our lifetime. 

       In Genesis 9 God makes the rainbow covenant with Noah and all of us, saying “When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the rainbow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is 
between me and you and every living creature. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, my covenant shall not cease. When the bow is in 
the skies I will remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature.” 

       The Covenant God made with Noah and all of us after the flood shows us that covenants are 
not contracts. I remember one of the first contracts I signed up for was for a business loan at age 
18. I bought a station wagon and painting equipment so I could run a painting crew for a summer 
job. The agreement was clear; I borrowed $3,500 and agreed to repay it by the end of the summer. 
Since then I have been signed up for many contracts, such as mortgages, car loans, student loads, 
and work contracts. These contracts are very clear, for a certain benefit, I must produce, if not the 
contract is voided and I lose my benefit. If our relationship with God was contract based, few of us 
could maintain relationship. 

       God’s covenant is not a contract, it is everlasting and God promised to remember this         
covenant whether we remember our part or not. Two covenant promises I made in my life time 
were when I first said yes to Jesus and when I said yes to Susan in our marriage vows. In both cases 
there have been many times I haven’t lived up to my side of the agreement. If these would have 
been contracts, they would have been canceled. 

       In our Lenten worship series we want you to remember God’s covenant with you. God sent 
Jesus into our world to fully extend his covenant relationship with us. The symbol of the cross  
reminds that Jesus lived, died and rose again to extend his covenant of salvation and new life to us 
all. The rainbow and the cross remind us how powerfully God has acted to call us from our 
“Upside down and inside out” lives into a covenant of salvation and eternal hope. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

M A R C H  2 0 1 5  



P A G E  2  V O L U M E  X X V ,  I S S U E  1  

 

 

60 years ago: 1955 

March 6 -  The Good Will Sewing 

project for April will be dress mittens 

and work gloves for Korean Orphan 

boys. 

March 13 -  According to our present 

plans Bro. Sam King, returned mission-

ary from India, will bring the message 

next Sunday morning.  

March 20 - Dedication services for 

the I. M. S. Auditorium building will be 

held April 3, with afternoon and even-

ing meetings. 

 

50 years ago:  1965 

March 14 - There will be a farewell 

courtesy for Marlan Logan, March 14 

following the evening services. We 

invite all M.Y.F.ers and young people of 

the church to come for this fellowship 

held in the church basement. Marlan 

will be leaving soon for Bolivia.  

March 21 - At the suggestion of the 

trustees, the Merry Makers Sunday 

School Class, whose teacher is Doris 

Plank, have purchased the venetian 

blinds for the north windows of the 

auditorium. 

March 28 -  Christian Writers Fellow-

ship will meet in the I.M.S. Library, 

March 30, 7:30 pm. Helen Alderfer will 

be guest speaker. 

 

 

40 years ago: 1975 

March 9 - The annual Father-Son 

Banquet will be held in the Fellowship 

Hall, March 18, 6:30 pm. Tickets may 

be obtained from Francis Litwiller, Phil 

Yoder, or Keith Dickel. Payment for 

the tickets will be made the night of 

the banquet. School-aged boys are 

eligible to attend. 

March 23 - An MYF Sunrise Service 

will be held Easter morning, March 30. 

We will leave the church at 6:00 am 

and go to the Coralville Reservoir for a 

short service and then out to eat. 

Bring a blanket to sit on. 

 

30 years ago: 1985 

March 24 - Our church will host the 

Bel Canto Singers from Hesston and 

under the direction of David Rhodes 

the evening of April 12. Lodging will be 

needed for their overnight stay. If you 

would like to be one of the seven host 

homes needed, please contact Colleen 

Stoltzufs.  

 

20 years ago: 1995 

March 12 - Seventh and Eighth grad-

ers will meet with their advocates for 

an un-birthday party on Thursday, 

March 23, from 7-8:30 pm at the 

church. Bring a white elephant gift. 

March 19 - MCC lists school kits as 

top priority and is requesting another 

shipment of 13,000 for Iraq’s school 

children. One worker noted, “It was a 

real privilege to see the delight on the 

children’s faces when they opened 

their bags. There were squeals of 

pleasure, as all these items are beyond 

most families purchasing power.” Bags 

and lists are provided underneath the 

mailboxes. Please feel free to take, fill 

and return anytime. No deadline. 

 

 Bulletin cover for March 31, 1985 

 

 

 

 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

Guess Who? 

Photos taken from 1970’s  

East Union Church Directory 



East Union Leadership History  -  A Further Report 
 

In the last paper I wrote about East Union leadership, I stated that when the voice of the church was taken in July 1983 
regarding Lonnie Yoder being pastor, I had reported that the congregation voted 72% to accept him. In reading further 
information, I see that the vote was 63% approval. Since 75% was the target goal, it was realized we didn't reach that. 

 

A leadership search committee was formed. It was given the task of seeking a candidate to fill our leadership position. 
On August 28, 1983 a vote was taken by the congregation as to whether we should look inside or outside the congrega-
tion for our leadership. The result of the vote was to look outside.  This was the beginning of a new style of leadership in 
that we were not calling a person from our congregation. 

 

The search committee was tasked to search for a full-time pastor, and if that search was not successful, then to consid-
er looking for an interim pastor. The search committee, with the aid of the conference minister and the resources of the 
Elkhart offices, contacted and sifted through a number of possibilities for ministerial candidates. Among those contacted 
were James Detweiler, who was then a pastor in Illinois. We had serious negotiations with James, and he came in Jan-
uary 1984 for a visit to the congregation, and preached a sermon for us. He requested a number of things he wanted, 
and the search committee worked hard to accomplish those for him. Eventually he requested an increased salary. In 
February 1984 the congregation voted on whether we should offer him more money. Fifty-nine people voted yes and 73 
people voted no. As a result of that vote and further negotiations, we decided that he was not the appropriate candidate 
for our church. 

 

C Nevin Miller was a pastor in Illinois also. Our search committee visited with him, and he came to our congregation for 
a visit. After the visit he decided that he would not be a candidate for ministry at East union. Lonnie's ministry continued 
until approximately July 1984. J John was still our minister as well. He'd announced his intention for retirement but had 
not yet retired. He was expected to stay until August or September 1984. 

 

At that point the search committee elected to look for an interim pastor. Norman Derstine of Harrisonburg, Virginia was 
contacted, and agreed to be a candidate. He was presented to the congregation on August 12, 1984.  A congregational 
vote resulted in 92% yes votes and 8% no votes. Norman agreed to come for a one-year interim ministry. J John 
agreed to extend his ministry two months, which meant that he retired in November 1984, and at that time Norman 
Derstine was here to replace him. 

 

We continued our search for a ministerial candidate. Norman Derstine's year passed quickly, and we requested him to 
extend his ministry an additional six months, to which he agreed. In June 1986 his 18 months were accomplished, and 
he returned to Virginia. At that time we had no candidate lined up to present to the church so an interim plan for leader-
ship was formed by the Elders, and they were in charge of those church duties. Pastor administration role was placed in 
charge to Phil Yoder. Worship planning was assigned to Charlene Rhodes. Pastoral visitation was assigned to Don 
Showalter. Crisis concerns were assigned to Gene Troyer. The search committee continued its duties and began nego-
tiating with Michael Loss. Michael was a pastor in a congregation at Sturgis Michigan, and had resigned there. We con-
tacted him, and he came for a Congregational visit on August 10, 1986. The search committee and church council rec-
ommended to the congregation to invite Michael Loss to serve as a full-time pastor. The voice of the church was taken 
with the Council room procedure on September 14 of 1986. Emery Hochstetler, Dean Swartzendruber, Eugene Blosser 
and Floyd Yoder were present to take the voice of the church. One-hundred ninety-four members were interviewed, and 
94% said yes. 

 

Michael Loss accepted coming to East Union, but requested some time to take a class to help prepare himself for the 
position. We agreed, which left us without continued leadership until Michael came in June 1987.  

 

The search committee contacted Noah Helmuth, and negotiated with him. He was presented to the congregation and 
preached a sermon for us. A ballot vote was taken on September 28, 1986 and the result of the vote was 99% yes. No-
ah began his term of ministry on October 19, 1986 and stayed until Michael loss came in June 1987. 

 

Michael Loss's installation service was June 21, 1987. The plan for ministry had included two ministers, one being full-
time and a second one half-time. The leadership at East Union continued to processes this issue. There was interest in 
introducing the Stephen Series in our congregation. This was a program to help prepare lay people for being involved in 
caregiving in the congregation.. In October 1989 a proposal was presented to the congregation for approving a half-
time pastor and initiating the Stephen series. It was stated that there should be a 80% yes vote for us to consider it car-
ried. The vote turned out was 62% yes and 38% no. After further discussion and processing a revised proposition was 
presented to the congregation that we approve a search for a half-time pastor. The result of that vote was 76% yes. 
Since the previous vote had a threshold of 80% it was decided that this vote did not pass either. 

 



In November 1990 a three-year evaluation of Michael Loss was accomplished. It was stated that Michael's ministry was 
strongly appreciated in many areas. In December 1990 the Elders recommended that we again consider seeking a part-
time pastor to help Michael. In March 1990 the proposal was put to the congregation to hire a half-time pastor and 82% 
approved.  

 

A search committee was appointed by the church council. The job description for the associate pastor was presented 
and approved. The congregation was offered the opportunity to submit names of people they wished the search commit-
tee to interview. Two persons from within the congregation were interviewed and did not wish to be a candidate for the 
pastoral position. The name that was submitted the most frequently was that of Noah Helmuth. The search committee 
contacted Noah and explored with him whether he would be willing to return to East union as a half-time pastor. Noah 
returned to the congregation on November 9 and 10th for a church visit and was presented as a a potential candidate. 
On December 8, 1981 the Council room procedure was used. Emery Hochstetler, Robert K Yoder, Wilbur Yoder and 
Wilbur Nachtigall assisted with the procedure. Noah was approved with 99% yes and was installed as associate pastor 
in April 1992.  

 

The church council notes of July 1990 indicate that the pastoral evaluation that was underway regarding Michael Loss 
was identifying some “pinches“. It was noted that in Michael's sermon of August 30, 1992 there was some talk about ad-
ditional expectations and roles. 

 

One of the pinches identified was music style. Michael heard from a number of members in the congregation that they 
would enjoy more contemporary music. Michael worked hard to affect some changes in this regard. In December 1992 
Dean Rhodes and Michael Loss were appointed to serve on the music committee. During the first half of 1993 church 
council meetings and other meetings were devoted to the subject of music style. Eventually in August 1993 Michael Loss 
presented a letter to the church council and expressed concerns about the situation. The council decided to invite Mar-
cus Smucker who was known for his ability to help resolve conflicts to come. In October 1993 Marcus Smucker did come 
to East union for a week of meetings with the committee's and with the congregation and then presented the congrega-
tion with his recommendations. 

 

In March 1995 the council appointed a task force to work on resolving conflict in the church. Sheldon Yoder, Ed Hersh-
berger, and Karen Harvey were appointed from within the congregation and David Boshart and Dennis Koehn from out-
side the congregation. 

 

The church council notes of September 1995 indicate two elders resigned. In October 1995 the council report noted that 
Michael Loss presented his resignation. He had three months of leave accumulated, and he, then would work an addi-
tional three months. The Council accepted his resignation. 

 

In January 1996 a search committee was formed by the church council and began a pastoral search. In July 1996 Ray 
Landis visited as a candidate, but after the visit apparently withdrew his interest. In October 1996 Jay Miiller came to the 
congregation as a candidate for a visit. On October 20 a vote was taken by a Council room procedure. I don't know the 
definite result of the vote, but he was approved as a candidate, accepted coming, and began his ministry in November 
1996. 

 

Noah Helmuth continued to serve as a half-time pastor through Michael Loss's resignation. He continued as a half-time 
pastor with Jay Miiller until December 2001 when he retired and returned to Virginia. 

 

Jay Miller announced his resignation and ended his pastoring at East Union in December 2013. 

 

 

Nyle Kauffman 

Church Historian 

February 2015 



 

Rent Free! 
 

Do you have: 
 

 A past or future  

event to share? 
 

 An announcement  

to pass along? 
 

 A fundraiser to promote? 
 

 A mission trip to share? 
 

 Anything else you  

would like to share with  

the congregation? 
 

We’d love to hear about it! 

Email eucares@kctc.net 

Coins for Camp 

Thank you to everyone who 
gave their pocket change    

towards Coins for Camp and 
to all the kids who helped   

pull the wagon!  

A total of $294.32 was raised 
to help Crooked Creek     

Christian Camp purchase   
outdoor recreation equipment 
to be used for youth programs.  

Great job everybody!  



CHOW - March 4 
Meal begins at 6pm with 

program for all ages   

beginning at 7pm.  

 

Meal:  Stewards Class 

Program:    Ken & Wanda 

Yoder will be sharing 

from their MEDA trip to 

Ethiopia last November.  

Remember to 

     Sunday, March 8th 

        Mennonite Women 
It isn’t 

necessary 

to blow out 

another’s 

light to let 

yours shine 

Due to the cancellation of the March 3rd meeting,    

Mennonite Women will have the MCC quilt set up on 

Wednesday, March 11th at 1 pm for quilting.  

In order to finish by April 1st, the quilt will be set up in 

the sewing room for anyone who would like to work on 

it at their convenience.  
 

 

Mentor/Advocate Spring Party -  March 28th  7pm 

Youth share your talent!  

Sports, Art, Music, Drawing, Yoyo,      

Storytelling, Dance...ANYTHING! 
 

Refreshments provided  

RSVP to Bev Swartzentruber or Lou Miller 



This month we are getting to know          
Emily Higdon and Eloise Miiller, 2 year old 
daughter of Jon & Kristi. 
 

“What is your favorite thing about church?”  

Singing along with congregational songs, pretending to 
be a chorister from the pew, and looking at all of the    
babies (Annie, Owen, Emmie, Eve, & Kellen). 
 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”   

A Mommy. Just be a mommy making supper.” Eloise 
would also like to have 5 kids and 2 babies. 
 

“What is your favorite thing to do with mommy &     
daddy?”  I love to go on walks, ride bikes and play at 
the playground. 
 

“What is the silliest thing you’ve ever done?”  

Recently I wore Beckett’s safety goggles and mommy’s 
slippers, while talking on the phone and pushing a baby 
in a stroller. 
 

“What is your favorite food? What is the yuckiest?”  
Gum, but I will eat any amount of cheese given to me. I 
believe zucchini is yucky, but haven’t really given it a 
chance. 
 

“What is your favorite toy?”   

I could play with my dolls, diaper bag, and stroller all 
day...every day. 
 

“What is your favorite color?”  

Usually pink, unless rainbow is an option. 
 

“What is your favorite song?” 

It’s different every day, but Building Up the Temple is my 
favorite today. 

My name is Emily 
Higdon. I was born and 
raised in Iowa City and 
have attended East Union 
since I was in the womb. 
I have been married to 
Frank Higdon for nearly 
14 years. Sammie, Frank’s 
daughter and someone I 
am blessed to have in my life,  turned 16 in January. 
Madison, our daughter, is 13. Our two sons, William 
and Owen are 11 and 7 months respectively. My     
parents are Dennis and Sally Miller. Our family lives 
in North Liberty (for now...we might be moving closer 
to IMS). I work as an assistant professor at the        
University of Northwestern - St. Paul (Roseville, MN) 
in the School of Nursing and I also work part time as 
Labor & Delivery nurse at the UIHC. I am a PhD    
candidate at the U of I, College of Nursing and am 
currently writing my dissertation. 
 

“What do you like best about East Union?”  The people. 

Many of the attendees have helped to raise me and my 

children. I grew up with many others, and I have 

watched others grow. I truly feel a member of a large 

family. 
 

“Who is your hero and why?”  My mom. She has such 

an amazing life story. I can only hope that I can be half as 

inspiring to my kids as she has been for me. 
 

“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?”  

There is something so special about vacations (big trips 

or day trips). Experiencing new things and making     

lasting memories with my family is the BEST!! 
 

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order 

most there?” Oooo...that’s a tough one. I love Famous 

Dave’s and I always get the Southside Rib Tips, but I also 

love the Three Cheese Spinach Ravioli and Shrimp at 

Mondo’s or a rib-eye from any steakhouse. 
 

“What is one of your greatest talents?” Well...I’ve     

become a pretty good student over the years. But I also 

enjoy singing, and I’ve recently become much better at 

folding fitted sheets. 
 

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been?”  I’ve 

visited many states, Tijuana and Cancun Mexico,       

Venezuela, and Spain/France. My parents, sister and I 

visited Tijuana when we went to California to watch the 

Hawkeyes play in the Rose Bowl when I was 12, I  went 

to Cancun with Frank for a very belated honeymoon, I 

went to Venezuela with fellow Spanish students from 

IMS during the summer between my junior & senior 

year, and I visited my sister in Spain 7 months after Will 

was born while she was studying/working abroad. We 

also went to France to a little beach town on the Spanish-

French boarder and shopped boutiques. All awesome 

trips...well maybe except for the Tijuana part. 

 Who’s that in the  

 Pew Next to You? 



Two new financial  
stewardship books,  

recommended by Everence,  
have been added our library. 

CL AND   Plastic Donuts: Giving That Delights the Heart of the Father / Jeff Anderson 
 
If you are willing to be challenged about the amount that you give to the church and 
to the needs of others, then this book can open your eyes to understand what gifts are 
“acceptable...and pleasing to God” (Philippians 4:18) The answer is not in the form of 
a rule like tithing. 
 
Plastic Donuts begins with the joy of a father who is offered a toy plastic donut as a 
let’s pretend snack from his toddler daughter. The book moves on to consider how 
one’s decisions about giving may delight our Heavenly Father. 
 
What are “acceptable” gifts (Phil 4:18) that delight our Heavenly Father?   
 
11 Corinthians 8:12 (NIV): “...the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not    
according to what he does not have.” Acts 11:29 (NIV): “The disciples, each according to his ability, decided   
to provide help for the brothers living in Judea.”   
 
Also, 1 Corinthians 13:3 (NIV): “If I give all I possess to the poor...but have not love, I gain nothing.” 
 
In other words, Plastic Donuts suggests that the giving that delights that delights the heart of the Heavenly 
Father is giving that comes from ability and a loving “heart.” 
 
 
 
 

CL MIL  Bounty: Ten Ways to Increase Giving At Your Church / Kristine Miller & Scott McKenze 
 

 
Bounty is a financial stewardship guidebook for church leaders who are  
planning and leading fundraising. Bounty is full of suggestions for encouraging 
more generosity. “Stewardship is a journey that is grounded in gratitude,  
revealed in prayer, lived in faith.” “We are born to give,” “created by God to 
give” of our time, abilities and resources. The real secret of happiness/meaning/
purpose in life is not in gaining more stuff for ourselves, but in being more  
generous. 
 
 
 
    (prepared by Bruce Harvey, Everence Representative) 



 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Marlan & Ortun 

  Logan ‘69 

 

2 
 

 

 

Kyle Knepp 

Elise Hartsock 

 

 

3 

Mennonite  

Women 

 
Donna Hochstetler 

Jen & Kerry Saner- 

   Harvey ‘07 

4 
 

Gene Bontrager 

Tyler Erb 

 

 

CHOW 

5 

 

 

 

Ryan Knepp 

6 
 

 

7 

 
 

 

Jacob Boller 

 

8 
 

 

Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Jeanette Yoder 

Bryan Yutzy 

Lydia Short 

Collin Gingerich 

9 

 
 

Kendra Bailey 

Ashlee Whittington 

Idonea Saner- 

  Harvey 

 

10 

 
 

Anna Yoder 

 

 

 

Church Council 

Mtg 7pm 

11 

 

 

Marguerite Zook 

Bruce Harvey 

Shirley Yoder 

Danny Hershberger 

Carrie Miller 

12 
 

 

 

Ann Miller 

13 

 
 

14 
 

 

15 
Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Linda Wooldridge 

16 

 
 

Jeorgia Knepp 

Samuel Yoder 

Elijah Yoder 

 

               17 

 
 

 

Judy Showalter 

Dave & Lisa 

  Yoder ‘84 

18 
 

 

Ortun Logan 

Ralph Fisher 

Jennifer Harvey 

Grace Miller 

19 

 
 

20 

 
 

 

 

Rich Droll 

21 

 
 

22 
Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Tommy Rhodes 

23 
 

 

Nici Bontrager 

24 
 

 

Carmen Fernau 

Judy Bontrager 

25 
 

 

26 
 

 

Clayton  

  Hershberger 

Tyler Hershberger 

27 
 

 

Jerre Erb 

28 

 
Carol Boller 

Emily Miller 

Chris Tones 

29 

 

 

Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Jonathan Miller 

Drew Blauvelt 

30 

 

 

Daniel & Nita 

   Miller ‘48 

31     
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