EAST UNION
MENNONITE
CHURCH

The 2nd Century Chronicle

V O L U M E

X X V ,

I S S U E

1

J A N U A R Y

2 0 1 5

A Call to Prayer
“Where two or three come together in My name, there I am with them. “
Matthew 18:20
On February 1st, we begin meeting every Sunday before the beginning of our
worship service from 8:55 - 9:15 a.m. for a time of prayer. As our church family
seeks to call a new pastor, we are mindful of wanting and needing God’s Spirit to
lead in all steps of this journey.
This prayer time is a time of seeking, listening, and giving thanks. It is a time for
us to join together in holding up our congregation as we clarify our needs and
expectations of a new pastor. It is also a time to hold in prayer
those persons being called to the search committee and for
God’s Spirit already at work in the life of the person who will
be called to minister and serve as our next pastor.
All are welcome to join with us in prayer each Sunday
morning before worship in the MYF room. We look forward
to joining in the mystery of God at work in our midst.

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Transitional Pastor:
Firman Gingerich - 319.855.8379
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Lauralee Kauffman - 354.3304
Jeff Swartzentruber - 656.4542
Karen Harvey - 656.4542
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894

*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the March edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by February 22nd. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
40 years ago: 1975
February 9 - The offering plate on
the literature table at the back of the
auditorium is for your donation to the
microscope fund for the hospital in
Haiti where Don Zooks are serving.
February 16 - The Men’s Lenten
Prayer Breakfast will be hosted by the
Kalona Mennonite Church again this
week from 6-7 o’clock Wednesday
morning.

60 years ago: 1955
February 6 - The following have
finished their I-W assignments and are
back at home again: Robert W. Fisher,
Stanley Brenneman, Marland Shetler
February 27 - The Girl’s Sewing will
meet Thurs. evening March 3. The
project is dolls., sizes 10 to 12 inches,
for the Children’s Home at Bad Duerkheim, Germany.

50 years ago: 1965
February 7 - MYF will sing at the
Johnson County Home, Wednesday
evening, Feb 10. Meet at East Union so
that you can leave promptly at 7
o’clock. Refreshments and fellowship
will follow at the George Widmer
home, 1108 W. Benton, Iowa City.
February 21 - Mr. and Mrs. A. Lloyd
Swartzendruber, Mrs. Don Showalter,
and Mrs. Daniel D. Miller are attending
the M.Y.F. Sponsors Retreat at Twin
Lakes near Manson.
February 28 LAST SUNDAY
Attendance - 283
Sunday School Offering - $51.36
Church Offering - $273.90
Fisher Offering - $65.50
Sunday Evening Offering - $52.00

30 years ago: 1985
February 3 - WMSC Guest Day: Men
of the Church Invited! WMSC invites
the men of the church to join them in
work and fellowship on Tuesday, Feb
5, 9 am. Meeting at 11:00 will be led by
Wanda Yoder. Theme: “We Need
Each Other” John 13:34-35. Project:
Layette Bundles which may be purchased at Stitch & Sew. Lunch: Soup
day. Babysitting provided.
February 10 - The Baptism class is
asked to meet today in Room 39 during the SS period. The following young
people will be participating in the Baptism service next Sunday: Sonya Blosser, Jeremy Brenneman, Jill Erb, Tim
Kauffman, Lynford Knepp, Chad Miller,
Cathy Schwartz, Dennis Showalter,
Tonya Stoltzfus, Jeff Yoder, Julie Yoder,
and Warren Yoder.

Bulletin cover for February 21, 1965

Guess Who?

20 years ago: 1995
February 12 - Boys’ and Girls’ Venture Club Skating Party at the Wellman
Skating Rink. Check your mailbox for
more details.
February 19 - Everyone is invited to
the World Day of Prayer on Friday,
March 3, at the Kalona United Methodist Church. Coffee will be served at
9:30 a.m. in their new fellowship hall
and the service will follow at 10 am.

Photos taken from 1970’s
East Union Church Directory
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The Iowa Group leaders headquartered with a warehouse in
Mt. Pleasant sent us the
following information. This
report shows you how your
efforts are impacting lives all
over the world. “At this time
we are working with two
primary mission organizations,
Cross International located in
Miami, Florida and Convoy of
Hope out of Springfield,
Missouri. In 2014 our food was
sent into the following nations:
Guatemala, San Salvador, El
Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua,

Philippines, Burkina Faso,
Africa. We were also able to
send 95,000 meals into the
Ebola Hospitals in Liberia. We
are preparing to send another
95,000 into Liberia again this
month. We also donated
83,160 meals to the Southeast
Iowa Food Bank in Ottumwa,
Iowa. They service outreach
centers in 16 southern Iowa
counties. All of this has been
made possible by the
continued efforts of people
which are the backbone of this
program, who have given of

their time, labor and finances.”
Of the food sent, 80,856 meals
were from the Kalona wing
unit group. We are grateful for
the support we have received
from local churches and the
community. ~Ellis & Marcia

For this event, East Union donated $2000
and on CHOW night, January 14, packaged a
total of 37 boxes. Each box contained 216
meals which provides a total of 8000 meals
to children in need! A huge THANK-YOU to
everyone who came out to help and to those

Blessing the boxes as they go out
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Helpers of all ages

who helped organize and prepare for this event!
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Sister Care Seminars provide women with tools
for ongoing personal healing, recognizing and
celebrating God’s grace in their lives and others.
WHERE: Kalona Mennonite Church
WHEN: April 17 & 18
WHO: Women of all ages

On January 16-18, seven of our Junior MYF members
and two sponsors traveled to Crooked Creek for
Winterfest. The weather forecast was calling for warmer
temperatures for the weekend, so we were wondering if
snow would remain. We were able to play some games
and have worship the first night. A praise band from
Hesston College led music while Andrea de Avila spoke
about "Strangers No More." Saturday we kept busy
playing capture the flag and playing broomball on the
frozen pond. The afternoon activities had us doing a
scavenger hunt outside and doing crafts and learning
how to beat box inside. In the evening we had games in
the activity center. All of that happened in between
worship in the morning and night! Sunday morning was
spent sleeping in after a late night of hanging out in the
pavilion. We had one more time of worship before
packing up and returning home.

Who’s that in the
Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know
Sheila Niemeyer and Madison Higdon, 13
year old daughter of Frank & Emily.
My name is Madison Higdon and
I’m in 8th grade at Clear Creek Amana Middle School. I live in North
Liberty. My parents are Frank &
Emily and I have a 6 month old baby
brother named Owen, an 11 year old
brother named William, and a 15
year old sister named Sammie.
“What do you like best about East Union?” That I know
everyone in the church and everyone makes me feel
welcomed.
“Who is your hero and why?” My parents because they
always try making my life perfect and they are always
there for me no matter what. They get us things that we
don’t have to have and make us food on the table every
night. Most importantly they always love us no matter
what we do or what happens and they forgive us.

Sheila Niemeyer lives in Kalona with her
husband John and two sons Jeremy & Alex.
“What
is
your
favorite book and
why?”
The book of James
because it has a lot
of Godly wisdom
about speaking the
truth in love.
“What is your favorite thing about East Union?”
I enjoy the congregational singing, the choir, and the
family atmosphere. I enjoy the prayer support and seeing
God work in big ways. Many wonderful people have
been and are members of EU. Since attending here, I have
been able to express my appreciation to them of how
they influenced me as a child and how they made a
difference for me as an adult.
“What is your most favorite childhood memory?”
I remember traveling on several vacation trips with my
extended Yoder family on my mother’s side. We traveled
to Arkansas, Pennsylvania & Goshen in caravans. The
most fun family vacation trip was when we did a 2 week
trip to Arizona and stayed with my aunt and visted the
Grand Canyon, Mesa Verde and other great Arizona
sites.

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
I would like to be an NICU Nurse at the UIHC.

“What do you like to do in your spare time?”
Read, card making & scrapbooking.

“What is the silliest thing you’ve ever done?” I went to
a hotel with my grandma, mom, Owen & Sammie. We
went to the pool and they had a HUGE pool and I was
walking on the side of the pool and there was a hot tub
next to me full of people. So, I was walking and I slipped
and fell in the pool and all of the people in the hot tub
started pointing and laughing.

“What do you love best about your family?”
I love that we are all Christians who get along and enjoy
being together. Every 2 years all 16 of us go to Branson
for a weeks vacation. There will be a trip this summer,
the first being in 1999. There are 8 grandchildren with a 9
year span, divided equally.

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order
most there?” My favorite restaurant is Carlos O’Kellys
and I usually get 2 soft shell tacos with ground beef and
cheese and that’s all because I don’t like tomatoes, lettuce,
onions and all of that other gross stuff.

“Who was your favorite teacher and why?”
My favorite High School teacher at IMS was Jane Miller.
Yes, she is a member of EU! She was the business typing
teacher. It is because of her that I don’t look at the keyboard anymore. She was the first typing teacher I liked so
when she showed me an obnoxious hat I could wear I
wouldn’t look at the keyboard. I wanted to obey her.

“What is one of your greatest talents?” One of my
greatest talents is swimming. I sign up for swimming at
school and you race other schools and my best thing is the
front crawl.
“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been? What did
you like most about it?” The farthest place I have ever
been is Florida. I like the beach the most because I go with
my cousins I never see and it’s really beautiful and relaxing. Me and my cousins like to stand in front of tunnel
waves and let us get hit and do somersaults. The worst
part about them is getting smacked into the ground and
have broken shells cut your back but it’s worth it!

“Who has inspired you the most during your lifetime
and why?” My female relatives. Several aunts have
inspired me over my lifetime. One was my aunt Rosie
Miller. She was my advocate at church growing up at
West Union. Also, a great aunt, Vera Yoder, who attends
EU also influenced me as a young adult. I especially
enjoyed having lunch with her when I worked in Iowa
City in the business world. She was a great encouragement and steered me in the right direction during
challenging times. Her advice was helpful, even when it
was hard to hear.

PAGE

6

‘Soup’er
Bowl
MYF is hosting a
Souper Bowl Lunch
after church today!
Please join us for
chili,
cornbread,
salad, dessert and
Menno’s Best coffee

Sunday
Lunch

Mennonite
Women
typically meet

Mennonite Women Meeting - February 3
Practicing Presence:
in the World
God’s people never say goodbye
for the last time.

CHOW - February 4
Meal begins at
6pm with program
for all ages
beginning at 7pm.
Program:
Berean Class
Meal:

Jr. MYF Valentine Banquet
February
21

Scripture:
Luke 19: 35-44
Devotional Leader:
Anna Yoder

on the first
Tuesday of
every month
for sewing ,
devotions &
fellowship.

Project:
Food Pantry/Cash
Salad Luncheon

Adult Membership
Exploration Class
February 8, 15, 22 & March 1
Meeting during Sunday School time,
this class is for anyone considering
becoming a member of East Union
Mennonite Church. Class outlines
are available on the literature table
below the mailboxes. We welcome
all who are interested in exploring
membership here at East Union to
join us.

Some new children's books have
recently been added to our library.
Many of them are also great reads
for adults, so come check them out!

Grades PreK-2:
E WIN Wangari's Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa / Jeanette Winter
As a young girl growing up in Kenya, Wangari was surrounded by trees. But years later when she returns
home, she is shocked to see whole forests being cut down, and she knows that soon all the trees will be destroyed. So Wangari decides to do something—and starts by planting nine seedlings in her own backyard.
And as they grow, so do her plans. . .
E TRO Migrant / Maxine Trottier
Anna, the child of Mennonites from Mexico who travel north to harvest fruit and vegetables, compares
herself to various animals that share some of her behaviors, and wonders what it would be like to be a tree
with deep roots as opposed to a feather in the wind.
E COL On Meadowview Street /Henry Cole
Caroline lives on Meadowview Street. But where's the meadow? Where's the view? There's nothing growing
in her front yard except grass. Then she spots a flower and a butterfly and a bird and Caroline realizes that
with her help, maybe Meadowview Street can have a meadow after all.
E REY The Dot / Peter Reynolds
Vashti feels that she can't draw in art class, but is encouraged when her teacher says, "Just make a mark and
see where it takes you."
E FOX Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge / Mem Fox
Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge, a rather small boy, lives next door to a nursing home in which resides
Miss Nancy Alison Delacourt Cooper, his favorite friend, because she has four names as well. When Miss
Nancy "loses" her memory, the intrepid Wilfrid sets out to find it for her.
E SPI Peace Week in Miss Fox's Class / Eileen Spinelli
Miss Fox is tired of hearing her young students quarrel. So she announces Peace Week--no more squabbling
for one whole week!
E MUL We Planted a Tree / Diane Muldrow
Two young families in two very different parts of the world plant a tree. As the trees flourish, so do the
families . . . while trees all over the world help clean the air, enrich the soil, and give fruit and shade.

Grades 3-5:
JR BIR The World According to Humphrey / Betty Birney
You can learn a lot about life by observing another species. That’s what Humphrey the hamster was told
when he was first brought to Room 26. And boy, is it true! With lots of friends to help, adventures to enjoy,
and a cage with a lock-that-doesn’t- lock, Humphrey's life is almost perfect. If only the teacher, Mrs.
Brisbane, wasn’t out to get him!
JR BUY Because of Mr. Terupt / Rob Buyea
It's the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. There's . . . Jessica, the new girl; Alexia, a
bully; Peter, a troublemaker; Luke, the brain; Danielle, who never stands up for herself; shy Anna;
and Jeffrey, who hates school. Only Mr. Terupt, their new and energetic teacher, seems to know how to deal
with them all. He makes the classroom a fun place, even if he doesn't let them get away with much . . . until
the snowy winter day when an accident changes everything--and everyone.
JR PAR A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story / Linda Sue Park
When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes separated from his
family and must walk with other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search
of safe haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut.
JR ERS Mockingbird: (Mok'ing-burd) / Kathryn Erskine
Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, and
make friends at school, while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with her father.

Grades 6-8:
JR LOR Rules / Cynthia Lord
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her
world is further complicated by a friendship with an young paraplegic.
JR SON After Ever After / Jordan Sonnenblick
Although Jeff and Tad, encouraged by a new friend, Lindsey, make a deal to help one another overcome
aftereffects of their cancer treatments in preparation for eighth-grade graduation, Jeff still craves advice from
his older brother Stephen, who is studying drums in Africa.
JR WEE So B. It / Sarah Weeks
After spending her life with her mentally disabled mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi
sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.
JR SPI Maniac Magee / Jerry Spinelli
After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he changes the lives of a racially
divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats.

February 2015
Sun
1

Mon
2

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Tue
3

Wed
4

5

Mennonite
Women

Marianna Miller
Joe Martinez

Herb Miller

CHOW

Kristi Miiller

Morning
Worship 9:30am
Ken Hochstedler

9
Tim & Denise
Litwiller ‘02

10

11

Jon Miiller

Byron Miller
Elise Charles

Church Council
Mtg 7pm

15

16

17

18

Morning
Worship 9:30am

6

23

24

Loretta Kauffman
Ed & Anna
Yoder ‘56

Frank Higdon

25

7

Elders Mtg
7 pm

12
Kara Yoder
Doyle Geyer
Jonathon
Hershberger
Linda & Chris
Tones ‘05

19

13
Bea Knepp
Xena Knepp

14
Linnea Slabaugh
Lincoln Schrock

IMS Chili Supper

20

21
Jr MYF
Valentine
Banquet

26

27

Fiona Graber
Dale & Linda
Miller ‘59

David Yoder
Emma George

Morning
Worship 9:30am
Tina Erb

Sat

Catrina Miiller
LaMar Miller

Jon Rhodes
Aiden Kolck

James J. Miller
Jeremy Yoder
Jeff Boller
Aubree Compton
Jace Rempel
Rachel Erb
Jeff Swartzentruber

22

Fri

Adina Miller

Bev Swartzentruber

8

Thu

28

